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Editor’s Note
Dear Readers,

The country is in the midst of the general elections. There is overall
enthusiasm and hope that the incoming government will bring with it a new
approach to India’s opportunities and challenges. There is general expectancy
that the country will shed its lethargy and despondency seen under the UPA
and with a new leadership in place the nation will bounce back on its trajectory
of growth and development.   Should this happen this will usher with it a new
era of promise for the young and aspiring population of India. It is our
considered view at the Foundation that any new government will have to
deliver to the aspirations of the people on real time basis for its survival and
will have learn to function under a high degree of public scrutiny. Both content
and intent of the political leadership and its executive will be constantly
judged, for the future of the country in general and the state of the Indian
democracy in particular.

The focus of this issue is A New Growth Paradigm for India. India
Foundation, aware of the central theme of this election had organized an
event in New Delhi at the end of February where a select group of investors,
industry leaders, intellectuals and diplomats were invited to hear eminent
experts and national leaders debate the new approach that will be needed to
address the challenges of the Indian economy. The key note speaker at the
event was Shri Narendra Modi, Hon CM of Gujarat and BJP’s Prime
Ministerial candidate. In his talk he highlighted his economic vision for India
and how he felt he could put India back on the path of growth and prosperity.
The opening address to event was made by Shri Arun Jaitley a senior BJP
politician and the leader of the opposition in the Rajya Sabha in which he
highlighted the fatal flaws of the UPA II and their implications for the Indian
economy.  We bring to you in this issue the views of these senior national
leaders and hope that going through this issue our readers will be able to get
a sense of the vision and the direction of India’s journey under India’s
potentially future Prime Minister.

India Foundation organized as usual a number of events in the last few
months. We are including a summary of these events as well as some thought
provoking articles that were debated and discussed at these events.

We believe change is around the corner for the country and at India
Foundation we are very excited and hopeful that we will play our role in this
change for good. I hope you enjoy this issue and we continue to seek your

support and feedback in making this journal a success.
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FOCUS

adies and Gentlemen,

Namaskar!

When I speak at a forum like this I wonder

whether you all will be interested in listening to

some very basic concepts!

Recently, an eminent Indian had said that this

country has always been poor. What a defeatist

mindset. Can this be factually true? If indeed India

was so poor why was it called a golden sparrow?

Why would invaders invade this country repeatedly

over 1200 years of its history?

A New Growth Paradigm for India
*Narendra Modi

L
Therefore, there was a time that we were very

wealthy in all aspects of life: be it knowledge or

science, or material wealth etc. There is no heritage

of poverty in this country that makes people

conclude that we were poor from the very

beginning. While, keeping this in mind, yes it is

true that by the turn of events in the last 1000-

1200 years there have been setbacks that have

slowly led to our slide into our current plight. After

the country got independent, there was an

opportunity, there were chances that crores of

*The author is the Chief Minister of Gujarat and the Prime Ministerial candidate of B.J.P
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countrymen, the ardor with which they fought for

independence, with that same ardor they could get

engaged in nation building; but unfortunately it did

not happen.  An environment was created where

governance became merely a five year contract.

It was like you have been chosen to sit, you are

given a five-year contract, you do this for us

otherwise we would change you and bring in

someone new.  Even those in government thought

that this is fine, let us do what we can for five

years. If things don’t happen someone will else

come for five years and then we will again come

back. This thinking of not looking beyond five years

has had disastrous consequences and in it we have

lost a great opportunity of serious nation building.

No country can be as fortunate as us today.

We are born in a country that has such a heritage,

has such strength that on that basis we have the

potential to move ahead in the world at lightning

speed.  Our biggest asset is that we are a

democratic country, and that too the world’s largest

Democracy.  The second strength of ours is

demographics; we are the youngest country in the

world and the third is demand.  Today, there is

such a big demand.  Can you tell me a single

country in the world other than us that has all these

three things: A country that has the Demography,

Democracy and even the Demand. If we assume

these three important things to be our strength and

also make our strategies and policies based on them,

we can change the situation of our country. The

BRICS concept was born during Atal Ji’s

government.  For the first time India made its place

in the club of countries with big economies and big

growth potential. But today we have got side

tracked.  What happened in these 10 years! It

seems as if that we have completely wasted this

last decade.  Therefore, we again have to start

from the beginning again.

Effective Governance

Today we are passing through troubled times.

People say, “Let’s discuss about fiscal deficit”, but

I say when we start looking at deficits, then where

and when should we stop?  It’s not simply fiscal

deficit, there is also deficit in governance. There

is deficit of vibrancy in democratic institutions.

There is deficit of trust, of morals, of ease of

business environment, of security. What it means

is that things should not get blocked at one place.

We have brought it to a point where instead of

moving forward, we have gone backwards in terms

of moral deficit, in terms of character crisis, and in

each and every other aspect. It is very obvious for

dejection to come into the common man. Once

the trust is broken, then the dejection becomes viral.

Today, the trust is broken. If, for once, we can

assure our brothers of our presence and ask them

not to worry, then this country can not only move,

but can run.

In 2001, when I was just sworn in as the Chief

Minister of Gujarat the earthquake of Kutch struck.

After the earthquake I went there and saw such

dejection that it felt as if we were sleeping with a

sheet of death on ourselves and we would be

unable to stand anymore. This was the mood
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because of the losses caused by the earthquake.

But, within a short period of time, people got

assured that we can stand up. A World Bank report

says that even for the developed countries, if there

is such a natural calamity, then to overcome from

that, it could take a minimum of seven years to

recover, and yet, we were up and running within

three years. Trust was the biggest strength. No

one wants to be dead, everyone wants to stand up

and run, but the issue is, on whose confidence

should one run?  Therefore, if we bring the country

out of this deficit environment, then we can build

belief.  If we build belief, then we can go ahead

holding 125 crore people.  We have such strength

that there is no country in the world that can claim

such democracy, demand, and demographic

benefit. Where do we lack?  We lack in Direction.

we lack in Dedication and in Determination.

If we don’t have Direction and Dedication and

if we cannot do this with Determination, then the

three earlier Ds (Democracy, Demand and

Determination) are of no use. The requirement is

to have Direction, Determination and Dedication.

This is not a part-time activity. If people ask

me the reason for my success in Gujarat, then I

say that I am a 24-hour CM.  I don’t have any

other work.  This is the only work I have and I

keep doing it. The biggest advantage that we have

is good governance.  I always say that bad

governance is like diabetes. A man might be healthy,

but once he has diabetes, then it will invite all the

diseases and then slowly he will have nothing.  Bad

governance brings each and every type of disease.

Therefore, at times governance has more strength

than the policies. If you have good governance,

effective governance, then you can see how

things change.

 I will give you a small and simple example.

Gujarat was the first to bring in a solar policy in

the country and when we brought the solar policy,

we said that we will give Rupees 13 to the

producers. After Gujarat, Government of India

made the same policy but they did one different

thing.  While we were giving Rupees 13, they made

it Rupees 19. Now, we know our country’s business

very well. If they are getting 19 elsewhere, then

who will come to Gujarat for 13?  So, our officers

came to me, they said, “Modi Ji, now it’s ruined,

no one will come. Government of India is giving

19 rupees, who will come for 13? Let us make

some changes.” I will not change and I took the

risk. The resulting situation was that nobody went

for 19 and there was a queue for 13. Today, we

have Asia’s largest solar plant. Why?  This is due

to good governance and not due to policies. My

policies and Government of India’s and  were the

same. Moreover, they used to give Ruppes 6 more.

But, why did businesses come to Gujarat was

because, they wanted to see whether effective

governance was being followed or not, Whether

policies that have been promised, have been

implemented or not. If we build up confidence of

the investor, then, the difference between 19 and

13 becomes very small. The investor He feels like

he might earn less for two years, but then he will

earn, and he will grow in the later years.
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Poverty and Dignity

We want to change these fundamental things with

which the country is experiencing problems today.

What is the motive of any country? If they have to

develop then there should be a sound system, there

should be surplus budget, exports must be good,

there must be good per capita income, and also in

terms of infrastructure, electricity, water, roads,

etc.  We must have a holistic approach. We have

to bind things in an arrangement, in a strategy.

Don’t we want that our nation’s youth and our

nation’s citizens get a chance to live their life with

pride? Don’t we want that our nation’s youth get

employment and work with pride and prestige? To

create such an environment is our common

responsibility. Don’t we want there should be

change in quality of life?  How big is the difference,

on one side there are abundances and on the other

side, people are not getting the basic things.

Shouldn’t this be part of our plan that we wouldn’t

let any citizen of our nation live a life without basic

necessities? Shouldn’t we have this or not? We

have been brought up under the guidance of Pandit

Deen Dayal Upadhyay. How can a situation of

Antyodaya, absolute poverty develop in a country

like India? If we have one priority, then the priority

should be to help the poor. How should we get

free from absolute poverty?  Until and unless we

make it our mission, the system will be complacent.

and It will go on.

 I insist that here in India, there are a lot of

things that have limits. We at times feel like we

are bound.  Keeping in mind, the mood that today’s

world and the new generation have.

We read to give strength to the environment

called freedom of choice.  If we don’t create an

environment of freedom of choice, things will get

stuck at some point or the other. Here, optimum

utilization of our natural resources is important. 50

years from today if we want to see abundance,

then we have to take steps today. We have to

understand the limit of the natural resources to

follow optimum utilization and also can we make

this part of strategy as a prime responsibility. At

times, it feels like that in our country there is no

care towards the common citizen. If we have to

take our country ahead, then the top layer of society

of 2-5 crore people cannot do it. It would not be

possible to progress and move ahead without the

lower sections of society and for these people

dignity is the most important issue. We say it like

“Shrama Eva Jayate”, which means dignity

of labour.

I will give you two examples. In our country,

there is a system called Anganwadi. The children

of small poor families come to Anganwadi, they

play, and a poor woman from the village, who is

not very educated, runs that Anganwadi. In 1,500-

2,000 Rupees, is it possible to run the family? What

came to our mind was that this was the smallest

unit. How should we innovate and get more out of

this effort. Earlier, Anganwadi used to be located

in some old school or in some corner of the school,

under some tree or near some temple. We said

that we will make Nand Ghar for all. We made a
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separate house for Anganwadi at all places and

even their infrastructure was decided very

carefully. We also gave the Anganwadi women

uniforms, which I insisted, should be better than

the ones worn by air-hostesses. You will be

surprised with the results of this small decision on

the dignity of that person. The whole scenario got

changed. Earlier, if you used to visit a village and

wanted to see government, you see any policeman,

and say yes there is government. Today in Gujarat,

that Anganwadi woman standing in her uniform

is the sign of government. Can you imagine how it

can be changed?  You might be thinking that if he

has started with Anganwadi, then when would

finish? Start it there, it will reach the end on its

own. Therefore, I say dignity is one issue in our

country that we have to handle from the top and

we got to change this.

Importance of Technology

Today, because of technology and mass

communication, there is an aspiration for progress

in every individual. Even when situations are not

conducive, he wants to get an opportunity to live

his life equal to someone else. As a society, it will

be our necessity that the difference between the

poor and rich is reduced. This gap is not an

indication of healthiness for any society.  It has to

be changed. We have to divert our efforts in the

direction that this gap can be kept at its minimum.

Otherwise, the society that is poor gets suppressed

psychologically. It becomes incapable of standing

on its own feet. This is not good for the nation and

the society at large.

There is a very big difference between a village

and a city. It feels like there is everything in a city.

When I became Chief Minister for the first time

and people used to come and meet me, they used

to say, “Modi Ji, please do something. At least

provide us with electricity while we are having

our food in the evening.” Electricity supply was

not available at all at dinner time. It was dark.  It

used to affect me too that when I used to live in

the village. If there is electricity in Gandhi Nagar,

then why not my village? A student wants to study

for Class 10th examinations, why is there no

electricity? A mother is ill and she feels better if

the fan is working, but why is there no electricity?

This used to bother me a lot. I tried my level best

and we have made Gujarat a state with 24x7 and

365 days power supply. What happened because

of this was that it changed the way people from

villages used to see their villages. I conducted a

survey through a University in Gujarat and it

showed that 33% people, just because they started

getting electricity, stopped moving from village

towards the cities. The villagers started feeling that

their life had started over there.  Then, we gave

them broadband connectivity.  If we give them

facilities of modern science and technology, we

can even make our villages forceful. What I mean

to say is yes, the soul of villages should remain

intact but facilities of a city should be provided. I

am telling you from my own experience that this is

not at all difficult. It’s just that, it should be our

priority and we can overcome this imbalance.

When you want to get things forward, there
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arises a very obvious question that ‘‘all this is okay

but what’s your roadmap’’? It is very obvious.

Everyone will say that our GDP should increase.

When the government of Atal Ji left, they left the

GDP growth rate at 8.4%. When the UPA

government leaves, they will leave it at 4.8%. So,

we have to start from there only. They say that

you have to just handle the legacy of Atal Ji, so

you just have to do the same. Well, the UPA

government found this tough, but it doesn’t seem

tough to me.

I want to share this one thing about my

experience. Gujarat was never an agricultural

state. When it comes to agriculture, then names

like Krishna, Godavari, Ganga, Yamuna, Punjab

and Haryana were spoken. We were a state with

7 years of drought out of 10 years. Water scarcity

was written in our fate. We don’t have anything

apart from Narmada and then there is Tapti. On

one side, there is a desert and on the other side,

there is Pakistan. So, this is our condition. We

focussed on water, we focussed on the quality of

soil, we focussed on the seeds, we brought

technology, and we tried to increase the

productivity. Over the last 10 years, India’s

agriculture has not grown more than 2-3%, but

our growth is 10% plus. What I mean to say is

that GDP growth has to start from here only.

Health and Education
In case of health and education, we need to change

our approach.  When we talk about health, what

comes to mind is that we mostly address sickness,

but we don’t know how to change our approach.

Our priority should be to address wellness. We

address sickness and therefore, all the aspects of

our preventive healthcare get impervious.  After

five years, it will be the 150th birth anniversary of

Mahatma Gandhi. If we want to service the

healthcare sector in the biggest way, then there is

no bigger inspiration than Gandhiji. The most

adorable thing about Mahatma Gandhi was

cleanliness. Gandhiji made no compromise with

respect to cleanliness. We should create a mass

movement to prioritize cleanliness, and only then

we would rightly celebrate the 150th birth

anniversary of Gandhiji. We will make cleanliness

the nature of public life and we will take it as a

necessity. There was a time when in the name of

Gandhiji, people use to burn their best clothes and

used to wear Khadi. If the 150th anniversary of

such a holy man becomes the inspiration than the

action should be a total revamp of the basic

architecture of cleanliness and health sector. After

that, I can say with confidence that the health

budget will automatically become less. Then, we

can empower the nation with quality health care.

Today, if you ask your driver if he has any

debt or something like that, most of them will say,

yes, they do have some debt. If you ask if the

reason for this debt is bad habits, it will come to

your attention that they have taken debt for good

education of their children.  What it means is that

even a driver knows that his own life has passed

in this manner because of lack of education.

Therefore, they educate their children. When you
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ask somebody of the most important necessity of

theirs, they will say that their children should get a

good teacher. Even the poorest person wants his

child to get a good teacher. If we have to focus on

education, then the amount of attention we pay

towards quality teachers should be more than the

attention paid towards educational infrastructure.

In our state, we have taken a new initiative. We

have started the Indian Institute of Teachers

Education. After the 10th standard or after the

12th standard, the students who wish to become

teachers, are asked them to join the Institute.

There, they can undertake a full course of five

years and become a teacher. After studying in

IIMs, some students get salary offers of INR 1-2

crores during campus job placements. If we try,

then even teachers can get such salary offers. We

can create such an environment. We can export

teachers needed all over the world. Today, the

whole world needs millions of teachers. When a

businessman goes and starts his industry, then he

converts his rupee into dollar and takes pleasures.

However, when a teacher goes, he makes the entire

axis his own. I believe in the age of globalization,

teachers can be the most significant medium to

make our strongest foundation, and can connect

us with the whole world. If we have developed

great institutes such as IIMs to make CEOs, why

don’t we do the same to make good teachers?

Industries can get CEOs from anywhere in the
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world; we should try to get good teachers.

Whether we want it or not, technology is part

of our life now.  Last decade, technology had the

most impact with IT. In the coming times,

Biotechnology and Environment Technology are

going to dominate. IT will be a catalytic agent.

Everything is going to be adjoined with environment

technology. Therefore, we have to undertake

technology upgradation, and we have to evolve

such technology that is favorable to our interests,

nature, and essence.  If we can do that, then we

can work with it on a very large scale.

Investment

One of my fundamental theories is that if we want

to move our economy forward, then we cannot

run on one pillar. We must have three pillars. One

is the manufacturing sector, second is the

agricultural sector, and the third is the services

sector. If we distribute our focus among these three

equally, then our economy will move forward.

Then, even if there is any hindrance in any one or

the other for the time being, our economy will not

face a very big downfall that comes at times and

with the efforts of all these three we can move

ahead drastically. In the manufacturing sector,

technology has got its importance and the same

importance is attributable to human resource.

At times, don’t know why in last few years,

there has been one mindset that if you talk about

investment, it means that you have done a sin,

performed a crime. There has been one psyche

that investment means industry.  It’s not like that.

India needs investment in so many sectors and

until and unless we cannot cross the limits of

investment, we will not achieve much growth.

There is also a need huge investment in agriculture.

At any time, did we develop agricultural

infrastructure?  In Gujarat, we have put up a solar

panel over a canal, which is profitable. If there

had been no investment, then how would it have

become possible? Due to putting up of the solar

panel over 1 kilometer of canal, we are generating

1 Megawatt of electricity. Moreover, every year,

1 crore litres of water is being saved from getting

evaporated because the canal has a cover over it.

Secondly, we saved the land, so the cost of land

goes down.  Thirdly, there is a canal passing nearby

the village, so transmission loss goes down. When

I started this project, I did not know that in case of

solar energy, if the land is warm, then generation

percentage becomes less. However, if it is cold

down under, then more heat rises upwards, and

there is 16% more power generation. A

businessman would understand that this 16%

means even more income than bank interest.

Today, Japan came to us on its own and wanted to

get involved in canal top project. This investment

is the one that gives empowerment to agricultural

sector, it’s a water saving investment or investment

that will provide electricity.

Research

There is one sector in which we have to try

somehow make our place in the world and that is

research. We are very far behind in the field of
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research and whenever we invest in research and

investment, there comes a big criticism. It is argued

that this country is so poor and even then, money

is being utilized for research. If we have to move

ahead, move parallel with the world then we have

to give opportunities to our youth for research. We

have to give them opportunities for innovations.

Today, we are not conscious about intellectual

property rights. We have such a low number of

patents. We have to stand up in a changing world.

How do we go ahead in such things? How do we

develop them? If we focus on them, then we can

definitely take it forward. On the issue of FDI,

there are opportunities even in case of human

resource development. The whole world feels like

India is a very big chance. Even they want to tap

this chance. It is the responsibility of the

government to overcome the hurdles and create

the right environment. If we do that, then we

definitely can bring changes in circumstances.

Development of States

One other subject is that some people think one

solution can run everywhere in the country. This

is not possible in a large country like India. The

Planning Commission feels that if we apply a single

solution, then that will work everywhere.  It is

imperative that we identify the strength of our

states, their power, and how we can make them

more powerful. If we discuss about regions like

Haryana, Himachal, Punjab, Chandigarh, Jammu

& Kashmir and if we discuss about coastal regions,

what advantages do they have? I should sit with

coastal states and discuss about the development

of our coastal states. How our coastal areas can

be useful in global positioning? Is there anything

common that can be thought about in terms of

tourism in the India states? We need to be very

flexible in this.

I have got one advantage over the others.

Among the Prime Ministers that we have got, there

are very few who got the chance to work in a

state for a long time. All of them came here to

Delhi. Therefore, they have very less knowledge

about the problems of the states. The day a person

with the experience of managing a state for a long

time gets to become the Prime Minister, the first

thing that will come to his mind will be: how to

rectify the problems of the states, which will give

strength to our federal structure, because he

understands a state itself, possesses a big strength

to move forward. Earlier, countries of the world,

when they used to talk about investment, they used

to talk to the Delhi Government. Foreign

representatives from all the countries used to come

and roam around different departments of the

Union Government in New Delhi. Today, the

situation has changed.  Today, if any foreign

company wants to come, they land straight in the

respective state after taking advice from its

respective Embassy because they know about the

functional authorities. They have understood that

they should not waste their time in Delhi. If I share

the experience of Gujarat, one or the other

delegation from Japan visits us almost every week,

instead of going to Delhi. They know this straight



{12} India Foundation Journal, May 2014

forward that everything will get settled here. What

I mean to say is that the strength of our states

should be accepted and mapped. We should identify

their capabilities and requirements and then with

their strength, adjoin the strength of Delhi. This in

my belief will help us tremendously.

Sometimes, I feel there is an atmosphere in

our country such that this is the Delhi (Central)

Government and that is the State Government.

Actually, we should not think of the Central Cabinet

of the Prime Minister as a full fledged team. It is

essential that the Prime Minister and all the Chief

Ministers form a team that has to run the country.

Prime Minister and his Cabinet Ministers are not

a complete team. If the team of Prime Minister

and all the Chief Ministers go together then, it will

bring a change, which I am confident about.

The second thing that can be done very simply

is harmony. We have created an atmosphere of

conflict in every sphere due to political reasons.

This atmosphere of conflict might be a part of the

system, but there should also be an element of

harmony.  If there is no harmony, what happens is

one state puts on a power plant but the other state

rejects the coal for that, and the Central

Government sitting in Delhi will say that it is not

the right time. So what happens is the coal will

stay there only, the power plant will not run and

the country will be in dark. It is not rocket science,

but these are small things and you only need

someone to implement them. If there is someone

to do these things, I am confident that we can do

them and bring about change.

Adopting Globalisation

There is a lot of discussion about the current

account deficit.  I do not have a vast knowledge

of the way in which our External Affairs Ministry

runs, but I know that most of our missions in other

countries earlier used to do things such as gathering

information from there, sending it here, doing their

political analysis, doing analysis from security

viewpoint, knowing about their alliances or their

new alliances. As a result, there used to be big

packages of documents that would come here

through post and each letter was reviewed.  This

could have been necessary in those earlier days,

but today I think trade and commerce have become

the prime agenda. Therefore, we have to bring

this prime element in our External Affairs Ministry-

its training, its arrangement and its thought pattern.

It is then that our exports will increase and imports

will reduce. If we have to bring technology, we

can have more sources to bring it. We need to

show a new direction to our system so that we

adopt global changes. If we say we don’t care

how the world is changing, and we will stay the

same way, it won’t work.  We have to change

ourselves in this changing economic world. There

will be some problems and some inconveniences,

but we desperately need to position ourselves in

this world and if we do not position ourselves in

this world, no one will care about us. This world

will only care about us when we go in their direction.

Women Empowerment

In our country’s progress, demography is a big

power. However, for women power that consists
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of 50% population, we have to think from a

different angle about their contributory role in our

GDP, and our strategy towards that. Some people

think that women don’t play a big role in our

country’s functioning. This is a big myth. Even

today, most of India’s animal husbandry, milk

production, etc. are undertaken by women and give

a big boost to the economy. There are many sectors

in which women also contribute vastly. Even today,

in the handicraft industry, 60-70% contribution is

made by women, while 30% is made by men.

Therefore, how can people who do not know about

this women power, make plans for them?

 Now how do we bring about this change?

What we did was, we were the leaders in the White

Revolution, so we knew what to do: we organized

health camps for animal care and we gave training

to women for only three days.  It brought about

such a big change that the women who used to

treat their animals in the old way accepted the

new technology and adapted to it.  Not only this,

today, most of India’s primary education is in the

hands of women. In the health sector, nursing is

mostly in women’s hands. This is big power and if

given proper opportunity, even if it is in the

manufacturing or services sectors, we can lead

this big women power and make use of the power

of 50% women population in our country and GDP.

The more we work in this direction, more the

benefit we can derive from it.

Trusteeship

When we were new in Gujarat, we had a revenue

deficit, but today we have a revenue surplus. It

can’t be possible that the governments can’t

maintain their financial sources in discipline.

Though our Finance Minister said that Mr. Modi’s

knowledge in these subjects is as little as to write

behind a postal stamp, the knowledge I have doesn’t

need even a postal stamp to write on. All my

knowledge is contained in only one word and that

is “Trustee”. Mahatma Gandhi started the concept

of trusteeship that the person sitting in the

government is a trustee of the country’s finances

and not the owner of it, and only this concept

“trustee” can change the whole economy of the

country. So, this amount of knowledge is enough

for me.  I only need this one word in my life to go

along with me. I do not need huge books, and I

will hire those with huge books.  These things need

a different kind of thinking.

Abolishing Outdated Laws

Sometimes, I feel there is a new kind of problem

that has started in our country. In the health sector,

there is a new test for a new disease, In the same

way, different laws are made for different kind of

issues. Sometimes, I feel a political party should

declare in its manifesto the number of laws it will

abolish in a given week. Actually, in our country,

we need to abolish laws instead of making new

ones. There is a big jungle of laws. I read that,

somewhere in the world, someone made a rule

that if a new law needs to be passed, then 10 old

laws need to be abolished. In such a way, we get

rid of the old laws. There is a big need of a new

dynamic status in our country.
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There was a law in my state. It was such that

every day police used to report that there was no

balloon noticed and there were no fliers distributed.

I enquired about this. They said that this was

prevalent from the Second World War. I mean to

say that nobody has ever noticed these things.

These are little things and I say from my experience

that sometimes government has to take harsh

decisions and it needs to have the courage to do

that; otherwise one should not sit in the

government. Those decisions should be made in

the favor of the country, not in the political interests

of an individual or a party, Sometimes, I think that

a Municipal Chief takes more decisions than our

government. There is such an imbalance and

therefore we have to come out of these situations

and if we do, such people will have more trust on

our economic situations. We can walk towards the

future development with new policies and new

hopes. We can make maximum use of the

opportunities provided to us and take everybody

with us.

Inclusive Development :

A Mass Movement

Development cannot be made in a corner only.

Let’s assume someone inflates cycle tyre tubes

and checks the meter that shows that 20 points of

air is needed to go in there and it’s correct. But

let’s assume that the air is not distributed in the

whole tyre and it collected in a corner. Will the

cycle run? No. If he has to inflate the tyre tube

with 20 points of air, then it should be distributed

throughout the whole tube, and not in a corner.  If

development is stuck only at one place and keeps

on getting bigger and bigger only there, then it won’t

work. Development should be throughout,

universal, and touching everyone. Then that

development is inclusive and we should stress on

that. When we talk about development, we should

not think about this generation only.  The era has

changed.  We should not compromise on the things

we will leave for our future generations. We should

not get into greed about what we will get from it.

Our future generations should get clean air and

clean life. Mr. Pachauri had said that it should be

the duty of our every generation to leave something

for the coming generation.  Mahatma Gandhi used

to live in Sabarmati Ashram.  At that time,

Sabarmati used to be full of water, but if someone

used to give excess water to Gandhiji, he used to

scold the person that he should bring only half glass

water and I will ask if I need more. He was sitting

near a river full of water in the 1930s. This

awareness, this tradition, in whatever developments

we make, should be inherent in them.

I am of the opinion that development

unfortunately has become a government program.

Strategically, this is a very big mistake.

Development should be a mass movement. Unless

and until we get participation of people by getting

them involved in the development agenda, it stays

only as a government program where, lamps get

enlightened, ribbons get cut, photos get printed,

statements get coming, and nothing goes further

beyond that. When I say mass movement, what
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do I mean by this mass movement?  We have been

making efforts since 1857, and not a single year

has gone by when no one came to sacrifice their

lives for the freedom of our country.  They were

hanged and became martyrs.  There had been a

tradition of sacrifice, but freedom couldn’t be seen.

There was nothing less in their love for their

country or their sacrifice for their country, they

used to risk their lives for it, but freedom couldn’t

be seen even then.

Gandhiji’s importance was that he made

freedom a mass movement. If you are wearing

khadi, you are working for freedom. If you are

educating an uneducated, you are working for

freedom. If you are making medicine for “rakta

pitta” in naturopathy, you are working for freedom.

It means he linked up each work with freedom.  If

you are even singing a song for freedom, you are

working for the freedom. Gandhiji converted this

into mass movement and the Britishers couldn’t

think of a way to suppress it. This was the

importance of Gandhiji. There wasn’t a shortage

of people ready to give their lives before Gandhiji,

a large number of people sacrificed their lives for

the country, but Gandhiji converted this into a mass

movement.  Development should also be converted

into a mass movement. Each person should feel

whatever they are doing, they are doing it for the

development of his country. If I am a bus driver, I

am working for the development of my country, I

will not burn excess fuel, I will maintain my speed

and for my country, do whatever I can in each and

everything. We can create this atmosphere.  If

we make development a mass movement, then

we can definitely move forward.

We must therefore build an agenda for speedy

yet sustainable economic growth that is inclusive

for all, respectful of individuals, responsive to

innovations, and responsible towards the future

generations. We must together build an economic

agenda for India of our dreams that translates into

improved standards of living, increased human well-

being and assured social justice.

Thank you very much.  Namaskar!
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Failure of the UPA Government and

its Growth Implications

PA has lost the advantage that it had got from

the policies of the past when it assumed

office from the NDA government.

This happened primarily for two reasons:

One I think it had a lot to do with the quality of

leadership and a lot to do with who were making

and influencing the decisions as far as the

government was concerned. The Prime Minister

is always the pivotal person in governance and I

think the turning point of 1991 predominantly has

to be credited to the then Prime Minister. He has

to take a lot of responsibility on his shoulder; he

must have the capacity to take criticism; He must

have the capacity to mould the direction; He must

have the capacity to support and back his ministers.

But, if the Prime Minister’s doesn’t enjoy the last

word in the government, the kind of situation which

we have seen in the last ten years is bound to take

place. Therefore you had a situation where you

were announcing new projects and on the other

hand you had large projects worth Rupees 7 lakh

crore that were pending. There are objections

somewhere in the government from A or B, from

the Minister or from somebody else, and therefore

the projects cannot get through and move forward.

The second is the issue you get when you have

a structure outside the government and that

structure outside the government starts flagging

issues with the thinking that they are of legitimate

social interest. The entire government arrived at

the view that this body understood the environment

better than them. This body created a view that

the political future of the government depends on

what is the segment of the voters that you can

appease, rather than the sound economic policies

which would lay down a kind of backbone for the

growth the economy in future.

It is here that they underestimated the voters.

They probably thought that if you have a social

sectors scheme then it could win elections. The

Food Bill can’t make you win elections, the Land

Bill can’t make you win the elections. Rajasthan

was a test case; from free medicines to new

pension scheme, there were many schemes despite

which, the party responsible for it came down to

the lowest ever figure in history. In 1977 it was 50

seats, this time it was 21 seats. The voter expects

a certain quality of governance and certain quality

of decision making .

I think the third factor which directly impacted

on this was the issue relating to corruption. I have

always wondered why when in November-
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December 2007 when people and parliament were

objecting to the spectrum allocation (and the

manner in which it has been done) the Prime

Minister who has last word was nowhere to be

seen. Much lesser decisions I remember Prime

Minister Vajpayee stepping in. When the entire

coal blocks scam surfaced, if he had done what

Mr. Vajpayee did at the time, when some news

items with regards to alleged nepotism in allocation

of gas stations or petrol station come up in NDA,

it could have sufficed. I remember, abruptly he

called all of us in his room in the parliament house,

and said “I want the details”. There were two

opposite views, and in half an hour he came out

and said stop all this and cancel all the allotments.

While he faced one day of criticism in the end he

came out totally unscathed.

There was in house criticism that why should

we be on the back foot, because the media raised

it. He realized the propriety of the issue and realized

the way it could be escalated. This was a much

larger allocation. Manmohan Singh could have

stepped in and stopped it. He had an unquestionable

stature. Or If Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

had come up and said, I appoint a senior secretary

as the Chairperson of the Organizing Committee

of the Common Wealth Games as there are too

many complaints and matters need to be

investigated. Why were things allowed to continue

in the wrong direction. You had the stature to do

this and you had the last word to stop things whether

it be 2G allocation, coal block allocation or stepping

in like the Common Wealth Organising Committee

where it was required. Even the glaring example

of when the Finance Minister goes up to you the

day before the budget, you have to look beyond

your nose to realise that putting retroactive taxation

will prove to be a defining moment as far as the

declining investments in India are concerned.

Irrespective of the stature of your Finance Minister

you could have put in a word of caution and said,

well I would like to stop you on this. You know the

subject, as well, if not better than most people do.

Or alternatively, let me give the fifth illustration,

if you are the natural leader and your relationship

with other political parties in the opposition was

such, that you could instill confidence in them about

your policies. Take GST for example where you

could try and build consensus between the states

and the Centre. But, if half the time your

government was busy plotting against the states

and their chief ministers, a political conflict of an

unnecessary character was created which

was capable of disturbing the environment for

building up legitimate consensus in relation to

economic policy.

I think these are the great lessons that I have

learnt, from where the UPA went wrong in the

last few years. And, therefore when we look at

the next government, what is required to be done

their actions will be very different. I do however

believe that while actions may vary a lot there’s

not going to be a very large difference in terms of

economic priorities as far as India is concerned.
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You still have around 30% of people who live below

the poverty line and you have to be concerned

about them. No government in India can ignore

these realities.

But the challenge from June onwards for the

government, which comes in is going to be; how

do you change this environment, which has built

up in the last few years? The UPA came when

Indian growth figure had started moving up. They

came at almost 8.50 % growth rate, they are

leaving behind a 4.50% growth rate. And today

you will require the government which would first

have to establish its credibility among its domestic

investors, amongst the international investors and

recreate the investment environment in India. It’s

only when you can recreate the investment

environment that you can get on to the task of

providing growth. You require a government which

will slowly be able to take the growth rate up. You

require a government which has sufficient revenue

and that sufficient, revenue comes only when it

has growth rates. These revenues can be invested

in various infrastructure projects which on its own

throw up various public-private partnership models.

Ultimately it is only when  you have sufficient

money in your pocket that you can support poverty

alleviation schemes.

And therefore, broadly the Indian model which

has come up in the last decade is predicated on

effective growth rates. If you will have to push up

your growth rate, you will have to generate private

investment, both from within an outside the country.

What will be the important steps for growth?

I do believe that merely because you raise the FDI

limits; don’t expect investment to just walk into

the country. You’ll have to create an environment

of economic activity; you’ll have to create an

environment of profitability. As far as possible with

the centre, where you try and build up consensus.

The last decision, in fact the bifurcation of Andhra

Pradesh, was politically the most difficult decision.

But the moment the government succeeded in

building up a consensus with the principal opposition

party, one of the most difficult decisions became

easier to implement. Probably decisions throw up

a conflict before things settle down. But if you

take this decision in an environment of

confrontation, merely to prove a point on paper

you may be able to push through a decision but

you will be forced to relook at it as it will not enjoy

broad based support.

All this has not anything to do with any new

ingenious thinking. Creation of your new smart

cities. It will take decades to create cities, but I

think you will have to accept ultimately urbanisation

is going to be important and adopt policies that are

consistent with that central theme. Talking of this

thinking, look at what happened in Madhya

Pradesh in the last two days. I think this is an

experiment which is required to be replicated in

many of our states. How did Madhya Pradesh

move to an 18% growth rate in agriculture? How

has it over taken Punjab as far as agriculture is

concerned? It is just by using intelligently the
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resources that it has. Not necessarily acquiring

new resources always. To just use the resources

of Narmada, and when I speak of Narmada,

Narmada got stalled for years together, because

some people who consider themselves well

meaning got it stalled by the Supreme Court. The

cost also went up by Rs 2,000 crores, and despite

that today the agricultural growth as far as Madhya

Pradesh is concerned it has been due to the

connectivity of river within the state. Yesterday

they transferred the water from Narmada to Shipra

River, and another non fertile area of the state

came under the irrigation grid.

India will per se require poverty alleviation

schemes if you have around 30% of people living

in slums. States will always be players. Therefore

federalism in economic decision making will have

to remain central to our thinking. It is therefore

vital we improve on the system and the quality of

governance, the quality of decision making and the

quality of project implementation. I see absolutely

no reason why India cannot slowly go back to the

growth rates we have missed in the last few years.

Once we are able to achieve these growth rates,

probably the ability of the State then to perform its

role even as poverty eradicator will be much better.
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An Economic Agenda for a New Government

ince ancient times, India has been a global

business power – an agricultural,

manufacturing, and trading hub running trade

surpluses with the rest of the world. It has been a

global business power because it has always been

an open and competitive economy driven by the

entrepreneurial energies of its talented people. If

India needs to maintain its due place in the polity

of nations in times to come it should needs to deliver

a consistent 8-10% GDP growth. In this also lies

the panacea to many of the ills of the Indian state

not least of which are issues like poverty,

malnutrition, illiteracy and basic health and hygiene.

Economic growth and development are societal

and not governmental issues. The role of the

Government is to provide governance that enables

society to economically develop its potential. For

too long the spirits of the Indian society has been

shackled by the Government which has taken on

itself the task of being the engine of development.

This is both unsustainable and undesirable. The

Indian society must be empowered to unleash its

economic potential. The right way to look at this

nation of 130 crore people is as 130 crore economic

assets, each capable and empowered to add to

the national output and development.

Every Indian must be productively adding to

the national output in whatever they are doing and

in doing so adding to their own welfare, their

family’s welfare and above all to the national

welfare. Engaged in their individual activities, each

trying by their toil to be the best in class in whatever

they do and thus making the nation the best in class

and globally competitive. The role of the

government should be that of an enabler of this

economic empowerment. It must be to constantly

raise the capacity, capability and resources of the

people and society so that development becomes

a national mission. The Government must be at

best a facilitator and must recognize both its role

and limitations in this national drive. It should

provide some direction so that growth is balanced

and in harmony with our societal aspirations but

more importantly it should help the nation and its

people unlock their fullest potential.

The new government’s economic agenda, in

our view should be driven by three overarching

principles:

 Ensuring minimum government, maximum

governance – decisive, time-bound, and

honest leadership to serve the people
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 Unleashing the capabilities of our talented

and young workforce – focusing on skill

development and creating high-quality jobs

 Focusing on empowerment, not entitlement

– creating opportunities and providing the

infrastructure for our people to improve

their lives.

These principles should guide the new government

as it focuses efforts on the following priorities for

the Indian economy.

Generating 100 million new jobs in the
next decade

India has the world’s youngest and most

enterprising workforce.  This is the largest talent

pool in the world’s history and it is the new

government’s top most priority to see that they

are gainfully employed.  The government has to

ensure both adequate supply of skilled people and

sufficient demand for their skills.

 Growth is the need of the hour. India’s planned

investments in infrastructure sector of over

$1trn over the next few years represent the

most significant opportunity for both India and

the world to usher in a new phase of India led

global economic growth. Despite the failure

to execute this ambitious plan in the last few

years, the underlying opportunity remains

strong as ever and it is here that the new

government should focus their energies to kick

start the revival in Indian growth. This spend

if executed well will lead to a cascading effect

across the manufacturing, banking, service and

retail sectors.

 The new government should take full

responsibility for a rolling list of the top 100

projects in the country and ensure that they

get done in collaboration with ministers and

concerned chief ministers. A Minister of State

in the PMO should be the single point of

contact for these projects and should

personally monitor progress.  Thus, UMPPs,

the Posco Steel project, the Mumbai Metro

system, Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor

should all move forward expeditiously

immediately creating millions of new high-

paying jobs.

 The government must make it easy to do

business in India, particularly for SMEs.  Small

companies should be able to register online

using a simple one-page form and should self-

certify tax, labor, safety, and environmental

compliance.  In return, these companies should

be freed from Inspector Raj and corruption

should be eliminated for them.  Similarly,

compliance should be streamlined for larger

enterprises as well.  Simpler regulation and

compliance should result in hundreds of

thousands of enterprises creating millions of

good jobs.

 The new government should aim to build 100

new cities distributed around the country to
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drive job creation and infrastructure

development. The government should aim to

build 50 industrial townships focused on

manufacturing, textiles, leather, and other non-

farm sectors.  20 tourism circuits should be

developed around India with museums, theme

parks, convention centers, as well as roads

and parking facilities.  The new government

should also initiate the development of 20

knowledge cities centered on world-class

universities that should serve as India’s

innovation hubs.  There should be 10 media

cities bursting with creative talent with studios,

broadcasting centers, social media, and

animation centers. Each of these new cities

should create lakhs of construction and

infrastructure jobs.  Imagine if the government

built beautiful new townships in Chattisgarh,

Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, and across the

Northeast  – that would do so much to unlock

India’s potential.

 Every single young person between the ages

of 18-25 should be eligible for student loans

that should be paid directly to certified

education and vocational training providers.

Additional loans should be available for further

training and education programs.  Loan

repayments should be directly garnished

from wages.

 The new government must dramatically

increase funding to the National Skill

Development Fund and set up Skill

Development Corporations in each state.

Common certification standards must be

established for various vocational skills and

students matched up with potential employers.

 An independent faculty development fund

should be set up for Indian universities to en-

courage research and innovation.  This should

also draw in young talented people from

around the world to teach in these universi-

ties.  Indian universities should be world-lead-

ers.  The government must open up the sector

to high-quality foreign universities and also

have IITs, IIMs, and AIIMS in every state.

 Certain percentage of the government’s

educational funding should be set aside to

improve the quality of the K-12 school system.

The new government should conduct

nationwide student testing in grades 3, 5, 8,

and 10.  A central Race-to-the-Top fund should

be implemented to reward school districts that

show the best results.  Significant additional

funding should be made available for teacher

and headmaster training. Recruitment of

teachers should be done transparently through

an entrance examination.

 The government should ensure national

standards and regulation for the mid-day meal

program so that every child in school gets a

nutritious meal every day.

Preparing our young people starts with tackling
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maternal health and malnutrition

 Progress should be measured by the number

of Intellectual Property (IP) registrations by

India.  Greater knowledge must be created in

the nation on this matter so that India is in the

forefront of the IP registrations. This will

require awareness and training. Projects

started in states should be rolled out across

the country.

It is also equally important that while the short term

needs are addressed capacities for constant

upgrading of skills of our labour force is built up so

that we as a nation are moving up the value chain.

There must be a push to be competitive across all

levels of economic activity and to work establish

‘BRAND INDIA’ in whatever we do.

 Upgrading our Service Sector: Our IT industry

has done a great national service in putting us

on the global map and establishing the strength

of the Indian Brand. We have to help them

take their game to the next level. We have to,

while consolidating our strengths, build new

capabilities in these areas

 Today, a Satya Nadella can be educated

in India and become the CEO of Microsoft.

Indian entrepreneurs, such as Vinod

Khosla and Ram Shriram, can make

billions in Silicon Valley.  But we still do

not have a Google, Facebook, or Apple in

India.  We do not have great IP based

companies that create great products and

export them around the world.  Why not?

 It is not good enough to just export labor

around the world, we must export talent

and IP also.

 We live in a world where a company like

WhatsApp with just 55 employees but

world-leading IP can be sold for $19 billion.

Why cannot WhatsApp be started in

Bangalore or Gurgaon

In the medium term and in parallel to our other

initiatives we have to make a serious effort in our

capacity and capability addition. The government

must play its enabling function in this

important area.

Sustaining high growth by restarting the
investment cycle

Restoring business confidence so that small and

large businesses can invest and keep creating jobs

must be the government’s next most important

priority.  The Prime Minister and the Cabinet

Ministers must provide decisive leadership and

tackle this country’s challenges in a forthright, time

bound, and transparent manner.  The government

must undertake these actions to get the investment

cycle moving as soon as possible.

 Revised GST and DTC Bills that reflect inputs

from the various states and include appropriate

implementation support must be passed as

soon as a new Parliament is convened.

 Top regulatory institutions must be made fully
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independent of various government ministries

and funded primarily through industry fees.

Regulators for these institutions must be

selected through a transparent and meritocratic

process.  Regulatory institutions should be

accountable to Parliament for their policies and

functioning.  Crony capitalism should be dealt

with severely and all black money stashed by

Indians abroad should be brought back.

 All natural resources – including government

land, spectrum, iron ore, coal, natural gas, and

so on – must be allocated through a

transparent and honest bidding process.

 There must not be any retroactive taxation and

all judicial verdicts should be honored.  It is

essential to provide a predictable and stable

tax regime.

 Crony capitalism and slow growth has resulted

in mounting stressed assets across the financial

sector.  The new government must transfer

distressed assets to Asset Reconstruction

Companies that should have the ability to

speedily recover against these loans and take

suitable judicial action.  Meanwhile, autonomy

must be provided to the public sector banks to

recapitalize themselves so that there is

sufficient credit available across the economy.

 The Defense sector must be dramatically

opened up to the private sector to drive local

production, innovation, and skill development.

These actions should also reduce the import

bill and the Defense production industry could

eventually become an export earner for India.

 Finally, the PM must instruct the Finance and

Commerce Ministers to accelerate discussions

with major trading partners to resolve tax and

trade disputes.

Strengthening the agricultural sector

Farmers and their produce are vital to the country’s

future.  The government must aim to make India

the world’s leading agricultural producer.  In semi-

arid Gujarat, it has been seen that it is possible for

agriculture and allied sectors to grow 8-9% annually

through farmer training (krishi mahotsavs, krishi

raths, agricultural universities) and infrastructure

development in power and water.

 The new government should launch a new PM

Sichai Yojana so that every farmer has a well

and adequate irrigation facilities.  The

government must convert all diesel pumps and

electricity pumps to solar pumps.  The

government must also ensure that all farmers

have full access to various micro irrigation

technologies.  With sufficient irrigation and

power, every farmer should be able to grow

at least 2 crops per year.  The PM Gram Sadak

Yojana must be further expanded and

revitalized to ensure that all villages are

connected with all-weather roads.

 PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s wonderful dream

to interlink India’s rivers must be realized.
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This should assist in flood control, canal

irrigation, and secure water supplies for

the towns.

 Lack of warehousing results in price volatility

and overly powerful intermediaries.  The new

government must build a nationwide network

of warehouses so that farmers can store their

grain and vegetables.  Each warehouse must

be connected to the Internet and provide

farmers with valuable information on prices

and procurement trends.  These warehouses

must also serve as extension centers and

technology hubs for local communities.

 Fruits and vegetables should be immediately

taken out from the mandi system and can be

freely bought and sold.  This should

immediately bring down some of the food

price inflation.

 India looses 20-25% of its food production of

about 65 MM tonnes. This wastage is a

criminal negligence both to the country, to our

farmers and common people and to humanity

at large. No reason can justify delay in this.

Agro Processing has been a much talked about

idea but little has been done to execute this in

the last 10 years. This should be the foremost

priority of a new government leveraging on

the tremendous work done on this already in

the country.

 Agro tech must be given priority application.

Map all villages with satellite imagery and GIS

to ensure catchment and watershed of each

village and ensure that water bodies are well

protected and restored. Satellites can also help

us plot land boundaries and give farmers

confidence that they have clear ownership of

the land. Trees can be planted on land

boundaries thus enabling import savings and

helping the economic uplift of the marginal

farmer

 Finally, there should be a policy to make green

growth possible. We should leverage our

natural capital in a way that Growth is not at

the expense of ecology. It’s possible that we

grow faster and yet keep our planet in a better

shape. There should be a drive to launch a

new greening of wasteland movement to

increase our forest and green cover. India must

move beyond just Carbon Credit to a Green

Fund. There must be a involvement of both

businesses and society in this initiative

Accelerating urbanization and
infrastructure development

Job clusters and rising agricultural productivity

should draw people from the land and into cities.

Quality of life in urban areas is deteriorating even

as we rapidly urbanize.  The new government must

turn this around and improve quality of life in all

fast-developing urban areas. Systematic

urbanization is going to be a major growth driver

for our economy.
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 Census towns must be recognized as urban

areas. The government must increase resource

allocation in the Urban Development Ministry

to provide additional resources to deliver urban

amenities to these towns.

 All property titles must be digitized in the next

5 years.  Over time, this should facilitate both

more efficient property taxation as well land

sales and FSI increases for the cities.

 Significant percent of GST must be delivered

at source.  This should create significant local

funding support for urban areas.

 The new government must eradicate slums

and create beautiful living spaces in the next

10 years by putting in place urban development

agencies in the top 100 cities. These agencies

should be responsible for master planning,

zoning, and beautification. The new

government plans to create a Rs. 10,000 crore

fund to be awarded annually to these urban

development agencies for beautification

projects such as parks, museums, and

waterfront development.

 Indian Railways must be strengthened through

modernization of all stations, bullet trains

between our top metros, and dedicated freight

corridors.  The new government must increase

both passenger and freight capacity rapidly to

reduce the load on our highways and to reduce

dependence on liquid fuels.

 It has already been described how a hundred

new cities should be established as job creation

engines. These should be planned and

developed to create viable urban clusters such

as NCR and Navi Mumbai.  These new cities

should be connected through highways,

metros, rail, and airports.

 The UPA government in the last 10 years has

lost the momentum of the ambitious program

of the Atalji led NDA in the area of highways,

roads and ports. Connectivity of each Indian

is vital for an overall and sustainable economic

development. The rivers, railways and airports

must form an integral part of this connectivity

grid and be fundamental to our development

program. This development of highways, Roads

etc must be taken on a mission mode, in

partnership with states and not let the silos of

ministries and states come in the way of

developing integrated virtual and real national

networks.

Achieving energy self-sufficiency

We can meet all our power needs and achieve

sustainable energy security through renewables,

coal, and gas power plants.

 NDA created a new Legislative and Policy

framework for Power Sector by passing

Electricity Act and by preparing a holistic and

comprehensive policy document in form of

Blueprint for per Sector Development. The

last decade was a squandering of all good

work done by NDA.
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 While we have done well in the installed

capacity addition we could have done better.

India still needs to keep the pace of capacity

addition so that we can provide power across

the country. We have not been able to cut our

T&D losses with the urgency that is required.

Our SEB’s are back they were before the

Electricity Act of 2003 both in terms of their

financial and operational viability. We will fix

that urgently as a priority item

 The new government will have to now ensure

assured, clean, quality and affordable power

to all villages in first phase and to all households

in second phase. It will be important to remove

all bottlenecks whether regulatory, technical

or otherwise to implement the motto of

Reliable Power.

 Coal India will have be reformed to make it

much more efficient and responsive.  Power

plants will need to get reliable fuel linkages

and all coal allocations will have to be done

through a transparent bidding process.  It must

be the endeavor of the government to

strengthen the coal regulator to supervise the

coal industry. Gas prices must also be set

transparently at global levels through an

independent regulator.

 It must be a national mission to strive to secure

20% of our power from renewable sources,

including solar. All 300+ days sunshine

countries must be brought together and usher

in a true global revolution in Solar energy to

make world a much better place by reducing

use of fossil fuels.

 To lessen our dependence on oil imports, the

government must encourage electric vehicles,

railways, and energy efficiency.

Building a next generation federal social
security system

India has the resources to ensure that each citizen

is protected from poverty and deprivation.  The

new government must build a next generation social

security system to deliver basic health care,

education, water, nutrition, and shelter to all

our people.

 The National Population Register, working with

various other authorities such as the Census

and the Election Commission, must verify

residency and citizenship for all Indians.  The

government must link the Register with Aadhar

so that we have unique identities and bank

accounts for all Indian citizens.

 The National Population Register must have

full privacy and security safeguards.  National

Population Register data should be available

to each state to design, deliver, and track

various welfare programs.  Such a system has

already begun to be implemented in Gujarat.

 The new government must rationalize our

current highly inefficient system of subsidies

and entitlements to focus on a few, well-
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targeted direct benefits.  In particular, the

government should focus on healthcare,

nutrition, and education so that we dramatically

improve our human capital.

 The government must work with RBI to

accelerate the development of mobile

payments systems so that every Indian should

be able to access their benefits transparently

and efficiently.

Many people should be wondering: does India have

the state capacity and the financial resources to

execute on these initiatives?  How should the new

government control inflation and reduce interest

rates?  People should also ask: should the States

work with the Centre to get all this done?  Finally,

the people of India want to be freed from the

corruption that is now like a cancer destroying our

country.  What is the new government planning to

do about that?

The government needs to build up state

capacity in India.  Our local governments, police

forces, judicial system, Lok Ayuktas, and regulatory

institutions are not equipped or able to handle the

demands of our citizenry or a modern-day

economy.  A strong, yet limited state that works

efficiently on behalf of its citizens is required.  The

new government must take on the task of

systematically building state capacity through

performance measurement, benchmarking of best

practices, and talent development.  The new

government should plan to implement a National

Citizen’s Charter to assure citizens that they

should not have to deal with petty corruption for

basic services.  This has already been done in some

states and the new government should have this

as one of the top priorities.  Strengthening our

institutions, adding sufficient judicial capacity, and

delivering swift justice to wrongdoers should over

time conquer corruption in India.  This is a long,

slow process and is not achieved by dharnas in

the street; but through sustained, moral leadership

from the top.

India is on an unsustainable fiscal trajectory.

Our tax-to-GDP ratio on central taxes is only about

10%, tax compliance is both too low and too

onerous, and the entire federal fiscal architecture

requires deep structural reform.  We have a poorly

directed patchwork of subsidies, entitlements, and

tax concessions.  That said, as a fast-growing $2

trillion dollar economy generously endowed with

natural resources, we have more than ample

financial resources to look after our citizens and

make productive growth investments.  On taking

office, the new government must look to constitute

a blue-ribbon Fiscal Reforms Commission with

full representation of political leadership from the

Centre and the States, academic experts, industry

practitioners, and civil society leaders.  The Fiscal

Reforms Commission should be mandated to

reformulate India’s fiscal architecture across the

Centre, State, and Local Governments for the

future.  The goal should be to ensure honesty and
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transparency in government accounting and rapid

convergence with the Fiscal Responsibility and

Budget Management Act.  The government will

have to manage the financial resources prudently and

bring the fiscal deficit down to sustainable levels.

Inflation is but a symptom of an underlying

disease.  The new government must make efforts

to drive growth investments, increase agricultural

productivity, address price distortions, invest in

productive infrastructure, and address longer term

fiscal issues that should bring India into a low-

inflation regime and reduce interest rates.

The government must work in partnership with

our States. They are large countries by themselves,



and good Chief Ministers can accomplish miracles.

The new government plans to revamp the

functioning of the National Development

Council and make it independent of the Planning

Commission.  Council meetings should be truly

collaborative events hosted across the country

where the government should work to resolve 1-2

key matters at a time.  Today it is simply a talk-shop.

These are ambitious and far-reaching

proposals that should deliver opportunity and dignity

for all our citizens.  In the next decade, these

proposals to spur investments, job creation, and

prosperity should transform India.  That should be

the new government’s mission.
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OP-ED

The Need to Revisit the Indian Kashmir Policy

*P. C. Dogra

*The author is the former DGP of Punjab

ain aim of these series of such

Conferences is to create a public opinion

to revisit our policy on Kashmir. We must

get out of this stalemate get over this Indian psyche

of the Kashmiri victimhood and take a practical

and dispassionate view of the whole issue. Just to

remind our friends- Both Houses of Parliament

of India passed a unanimous resolution on 22

February, 1994 that ‘Jammu & Kashmir is an

integral part of India and the only outstanding issues

is the region illegally occupied by Pakistan’. What

have we done after passing the resolution?

We have never raised this issue in any interna-

tional forum.

Nation has been suffering from policy paralysis

right from the tribal invasion of Srinagar. Pt. hated

Maharaja and wanted to make Sheikh Abdullah

the absolute ruler of Kashmir. He would not accept

accession until it was endorsed by Sheikh Abdullah.

Then he forced Maharaja to abdicate and go in

exile. Pakistan had a concrete plan for the capture

of Kashmir. But, we were just lost in our idealist

illusions. A very analytical comment by V.P.Menon,

the then Secretary of States “The planners of this

tragic holocaust are entitled to commendation for

the originality of the plan and the swiftness with

which it was executed. Where they failed was in

M
their ignorance of the fundamental characteristic

of the ‘raider’. They did not take in to account his

love of loot and licence which kept them in

Baramula for days, days which to them, proved

fatal”. Imagine the situation if the raiders were

dot on their mission and Pt. Nehru not allowing

the dispatch of the troops till it was endorsed by

Sheikh Abdullah.

There would have been no Kashmir problem

and Pakistan would have remained strategically

vulnerable, had India continued with the army

offensive right up to Muzaffarabad in 1947.

Lt. General L.P.Sen who was then Brigade

Commander of 161 Brigade who had established

first contact with the invaders, has said in his book

‘Slender was the thread’, Army Headquarters’

Commander in Chief was a Britisher. Handling of

operations in Kashmir in 1947-48 leaves more than

a little room for speculation whether, the formations

deployed there were really intended to score a

decisive success which they could and would have

achieved, had the reinforcements been moved in

or whether it was the intention that their capacity

should be limited to a strength where only a

stalemate could result. From the attitude adopted

by the Army Head Quarters the second would

appear to be the correct assessment” Instead of
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chasing the invaders out of J&K, we went to

the UNO.

Akbar Khan, who was a Commander of the

invaders under the name of General Tariq has

written in his book ‘Raiders in Kashmir’, “One

glance at the map was enough to show that

Pakistan’s military security would be seriously

jeopardized, if the Indian troops came to be

stationed along Kashmir’s western border. Once

India got the chance, she could establish such

stations any where with in a few miles of the 180

miles long vital road and rail route between Lahore

and Pindi [Rawal Pindi]. In the event of war those

stations would be dangerous threat to our most

important civil and military lines of communications.

If we are to concentrate our strength at the front,

we would give India a chance to cut off Lahore,

Sialkot, Gujrat and even Jhelum from our military

base at Pindi. The possession of Kashmir would

enable India if she so wished, to take the war

directly to Hazara and Murree more than two

hundred miles behind the front”- Pakistan achieved

its objective. The cease-fire agreed upon was at

the same geographical positions where Pakistan

wanted it to be.

There was an uncalled for reference to

Kashmir. Mountbatten cajoled and pressurised

Nehru.  Christopher Thomas had this to say

“Kashmir was technically India’s. What remained

was to consolidate its hold and the accession

permanent. Nehru made a terrible decision of

referring it to UNO on 1st Jan 1948 on the advice

of Mountbatten and he regretted the decision

immediately when UN resolutions became hostile

to India’s position and said “Instead of discussing

and deciding our reference in a straight forward

manner, the nations of the world sitting on the

Security Council got lost in power politics”

Nation must wake up now at least. Changing

the discourse on Kashmir is the need of the hour,

move away from the so called victim hood of

Kashmir. J&K is ruled by fifty families whether

part of the Government or in the Opposition. Rest

of the people do not matter at all, an oligarchy

who will adopt all kinds of measures to see that

the power remains with them.

State of J&K is beyond Kashmir also. It also

belongs to Gujjars and Bakarwals, Pahari

Muslims of Uri, people of Rajouri and Poonch,

Jammu, Doda and Kathua, Leh and Ladakh. I

remember one meeting that the then Governor of

J&K Shri Girish Chander Saxena had with the

residents of Poonch. I was then IG, BSF Jammu. I

had accompanied him. They told him “We are

genuinely committed to India. We keep the Indian

flag high and fluttering but we remain as backward

as we were. No money moves out of the Peer

Panchal Mountains and it is used for the people of

the Kashmir valley. No Central Government grants

for us.

Only oligarchy in the valley wants to retain

Article 370. It should at least be a subject of

discussion as to who is benefited by its retention.

Shri Jagmohan, the then Governor has observed
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in his book Frozen Turbulence that, “Article 370 is

nothing but a feeding ground for the parasites at

the heart of paradise. It skins the poor. It deceives

them with its mirage. It lines the pockets of the

‘power elites’. It fans the ego of new Sultans. It

breeds the microbes of subversion. It suffocates

the very idea of India. It keeps alive the

unwholesome legacy of “Two nation theory”  “It

emanates from the clever strategy to stay away

from the mainstream, to set up a separate fiefdom”

It has been misused to build a political oligarchy.

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerji, in his letter to

Pt Nehru, had made a very thought provoking

comment on Article 370, “ what you are going to

do may lead to balkanization of India, may lead to

strengthening the hands of those who do not believe

that India is a nation but a combination of separate

nationalities”. D.D. Thakur’s report had stated that,

“Needles of the clock cannot be turned back; the

Central laws had only benefited the state and its

people” which was accepted by Sheikh Abdullah.

Shri Thakur was Deputy Chief Minister in the

Sheikh’s Government. That is past now. Let us

come out of this stalemate. For this we need a

bold and aggressive stance. Let us spread the

message that the policy of the Government of India

since 1947 needs to be revisited. There is a need

to put the whole issue in the public domain. Let

the nation discuss, analyse and decide as to what

is best for the people of J&K and our nation.
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must at the outset, record my appreciation for

India Foundation, the Centre for Security

and Strategy and J&K Study Centre for,

inviting me to this important conference on Pakistan

occupied Jammu and Kashmir: Changing discourse

on Kashmir. I must point out that, when I was first

invited to this Conference I was only told that this

discussion this morning would be on Baltistan

occupied Kashmir. I must share with you my

hesitation, initially when I was invited to this event

and told specifically that I was required to focus

on the state of policy play in Gilgit and Baltistan.

The importance of what is happening in Gilgit

Baltistan has never been without doubt. My

concern however stemmed from some anxiety that

my own knowledge on this is limited and that we

in India for that matter and the rest of the world

know very little about what transpires in the

Pakistan occupied portions of our land.

On further reflections I felt this initial hesitation

and anxiety notwithstanding, this opportunity

provided a unique occasion to focus attention

precisely on a territory on which much more needs

to be known. And I have no doubt eminent and

knowledgeable speakers who will speak today will

effectively address that knowledge gap. Our

OP-ED

Gilgit Baltistan – State of Policy Play in the Region
*Hardeep Singh Puri

*The author is a former diplomat and served as the

Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations

I
discussion today can help shed light not only on

the state of play in their territorial expand but also

consider how developments there could in the short

and foreseeable future particularly in India,

aftermath of the US withdrawal from Afghanistan

and others, win adversely impact on security

environment. We must also utilize these discussions

in the long run deal with this span of territory,

some of which was illegally receded by Pakistan

to China.

Our discussion must have as a starting point,

the fact that Pakistan has been illegally occupying

78140 sq kilometer area of J&K, almost 1/3 of

the total area of the J&K. The so called Gilgit and

Baltistan or northern areas cover an area of about

72496 sq. kilometers of which, Pakistan unilaterally

ceeded 5180 sq km of Gilgit and Baltistan to China

under the so called sign of Pakistan Boundary

Agreement of 1963, to facilitate the building of

Karakoram highway. This highway includes the

portion of the Hunza territory or the erstwhile Gilgit

agency of the state of J&K. The territory of

present Gilgit and Baltistan became a separate

administrative unit in 1970 and rose by the

nomenclature of northern territory (areas formed

by the amalgamation of the former Gilgit agency,
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Baltistan district of the Ladakh wazarat and hill

states of Hunza and Nagar). Gilgit and Baltistan is

administratively divided into two divisions which

in turn are further subdivided into 9 districts

consisting of 4 Baltistan Districts- Skardu, Shigar,

Arming and Ghanche and five Gilgit districts.

Historically the treaty of Lahore and Amritsar of

1846 did not include the Gilgit and Baltistan agency.

The area was annexed by the Dogra ruler Gulab

Singh and his descendents, making the area in the

North that is Gilgit and Baltistan agencies, the

principality of Nagar Unza and Purniyal and the

frontier ilakas, as part of J&K state by 1877, till

the accession of state of J&K to India on 26

October 1947. Pakistan however claims that

Northern areas were nominally under the

suzerainty of the Dogra ruler and that the instrument

of accession signed by the Meirz rulers of the state

was accepted by the Qaid-e-Azam in 1947.

This I believe is not true in reality; the British

leased a small part of the territory from the

Maharajas on 29th March 1935, ostensibly to

provide defense. The lease in no way took away

sovereignty from the state of J&K and the

ownership of which remained with the Ruler. The

Northern areas are the only region in Pakistan

whose states are not specified in the Pakistan

Constitution. While Kashmir is mentioned as

disputed territory, the northern area finds no

mention in relevant schedule nor do they have any

autonomous status or constitutional status of their

own. The people of the northern area are

consequently not citizens of Pakistan by

Constitution the meaning of constitution and do not

enjoy fundamental, legal, political or civil rights.

The region also is out of bound to foreigners and

journalists and that is partly the reason why so

little is known and unknown, and if the authorities

in Pakistan can help it very little will come to known

even in the coming decade.

Over the years especially after the Shimla

agreement in 1972, successive Pakistan

governments tried to amalgamate there areas into

Pakistan by declaring them federally administered

territory. The so called Azad Kashmir; Pakistan

occupied Kashmir Government on the other hand

argue that since 1950 Gilgit and Baltistan were

part of Kashmir and should thus be incorporated

into the so called Azad Kashmir. On being petitioned

on this status of northern areas, the so called Azad

Kashmir High Court passed a verdict in March

1993, criticizing the unrepresentative and arbitrary

administrative system and denial of fundamental

rights in the northern areas. It directed the Azad

Kashmir government to immediately assume

administrative charge of the region and asked the

government of Pakistan to assist the Azad Kashmir

government in task.

The Pakistan government appealed in the

Supreme Court which in the judgment passed in

1994 stated that “the northern areas are part of

J&K state but are not part of Azad Kashmir as

defined in Azad Kashmir interim Constitution Act

1974. Until 1994, the people of the northern areas
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had no elected assembly or municipal council and

no representation in the federal nation assembly.

In October 1994, the federal government allowed

the political parties of Pakistan but not of Azad

Kashmir to extend their activities in the Northern

Areas. The first party based elections to a 26

member council called Northern Areas Executive

Council were held in October 1994. On March

31st, 1995 there was an announcement that its

members would have the same status, emoluments

and privileges  as a member of the North Western

Frontier Province Legislative Assembly. But the

council had no legislative authority, only advisory

part. The real power continued to be vested in the

Ministry of Kashmir and Northern Areas Affairs

in Islamabad, which exercise supreme control in

all matters. The Pakistani’s controlled the civil,

police, and security service without right of feel

against judgments of the Judicial Commissioner.

The Supreme Court of Pakistan by its

judgment of 28th May 1999, issued direction to

government of Pakistan to implement constitutional

and fundamental rights in Gilgit Baltistan region

within 6 months. However, the government of

Pakistan continued to govern the region of Gilgit

and Baltistan through issuance of executive order

from Ministry of Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan affair

in Islamabad. The executive order of Gilgit

Baltistan empowerment and self governance

October 2009 is there for direct civil violation of

the direction of the Supreme Court of Pakistan.

In April 2009 the government of Pakistan

passed Gilgit Baltistan empowerment order that

replaced northern areas legal frame work order

1994. This package interlay provided for;

1) Renaming the so called northern areas of

Gilgit Baltistan with governmental Legislative

Assembly, Legislative Council, Chief Minister and

Election Commissioner, Police Service Commission

and Auditor General in Court, Supreme Appellate

Court etc.

2) The Governor as the constitutional head of

Gilgit Baltistan appointed by the Pakistan President

or Chief is elected by the assembly.

3) Sayeed Mehandi Saha of Party was elected

as the First Chief Minister of Gilgit Baltistan. In

March 2010, the First Governor of Gilgit Baltistan

was also appointed. There were reports that the

socalled Chief Minister of Gilgit Baltistan region

of Pakistan occupied Kashmir, Sayeed Mehandi

Saha has said that “Gilgit Baltistan had become

the fifth province of Pakistan and has no connection

to Kashmir. It was reported in the media that so

called Supreme Appelate Court of Gilgit Baltistan

had declared that Gilgit Baltistan was a part of

Pakistan. It was stated in a judgment passed on

July 8, 2010, while airing a British trial by lower

judicial officer by the lower Judiciary, requesting

that the subordinate Judiciary be upgraded.

On promulgation of Gilgit Baltistan

empowerment and self government order of 2009,

India had lodged a strong protest with the

government of Pakistan restating its consistent

position that the entire state of J&K is integral
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part of India. The northern areas council legal

framework order 1994, provides for the court of

northern areas and provides for the court of appeal

for the northern areas and provides for its

establishment as soon as possible. Such a court

appeal has so far not been set up and the region of

chief court is consequently final. The northern

areas have thus remained deprived of the high court

and of the facility of right against arbitrary state

action. The people of the region cannot moreover

go to Supreme Court of Pakistan.

What is important to note is that Gilgit Baltistan

is a Shia dominated area. Its population is estimated

between 1 and 1.5 million of which 39% are Shia

27% Sunnis 18% Ismailia and 16% Noorbaksh.

Gilgit district comprises of 54% Shia, 27% Sunni

27% Ismailia’s and 19% Sunni, Gilgit Baltistan area

has been frequently marked by the sectarian

violence since the 1980’s. The area witnessed

communal violence since 1980’s and killing of Shia

scholar Aga siao din rizvi in 2005 worsend the

situation, which sought further spells of violence.

This region has been in midst of another spell of

violence unrest since the beginning of 2012.

February 2012 witnessed the killing of 18 Shia

pilgrims from Gilgit Baltistan kohistan and on the

Karakoram highway, when they were returning

from Iran. The aftermath of this incident was a

series of clashes. On April 3, 2012, at least 24

people were killed and that unleashed fear among

the people leading into outcry about government

inability to control the situation.

The police branded sectarian murder as target

killings while the government of Pakistan ordered

a judicial commission to probe these killings. The

nationalist parties in Gilgit Baltistan have continued

to protest Pakistan’s tour  of the region against the

Pakistani occupation. The nationalist parties

observe 22 October, 2011, as black day when

demonstration and meetings in Gilgit and United

states are held. The Chairman of the Baltistan

National Front Abdul Hamid Khan had written to

the UN Secretary General that Pakistan’s action

in the region were violations of the Security

Council’s resolution of 1948 and 1949. He had also

raised the question of the arrest of Mansod

Parwana, Chairman of Gilgit Baltistan’s united

movement stating that Pakistan was using anti

terrorist laws to target political opponents. Abdul

Hamid had also called for the closure of the

terrorist court in Gilgit Baltistan.

As I come to conclusion on this presentation,

I think it is important to emphasize that the Pakistan

administration has been involved in efforts to alter

the demographic profile of region, reducing the

indigenous people to minority. In Gilgit and Skardu

area, large tracks of land has been allotted to non-

locals violating the United Nation Commission for

India and Pakistan, UNICEF resolutions and J&K

state subject rule. Other outsiders have also

reportedly purchased substantial status of lands

since economically better off then locals. As of

January 2001, the population ratio of non locals to

locals in these areas is 1:4.
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The rapid induction of Punjabi and often

outsiders created a silence of acute insecurity

among the locals. The region is also deprived in

terms of education and infrastructure and there is

only a negligible presence of daily newspaper, radio

or T.V. The spread of militancy within Pakistan

has assumed proportions that can only be described

as extremely serious since, Taliban, Al-Qaida

leadership is totally anti United states and India. It

is my considered assessment that the process of

United States withdrawal from Afghanistan will in

all likelihood required even great vigilance by India.

The Pakistan Army will find ways to coexist with

the Taliban; their mutual coexistence is an

accommodation if not outright encouragement could

reinforce the anti Indian forces and anti India

militant groups by Lashkar e Taiba, Hizbul

Muhajhadin and Jaish-e-Muhammad on the other

hand. Therefore I conclude to say that the subject

as important as this from the point of view of our

national security and strategic interests, clearly

deserves focused attention on sustained basis. The

very fact we have gathered to focus on this, and

that we have amongst us, in our midst, those who

have the requisite expertise is itself a good sign. It

would be important for the proceeding from this

meeting to be viewed as the starting point of our

attention on this subject rather than its culmination.

We grow with ourselves and in the interest of our

national security and strategic environment.
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y lecture tour took me to 18 cities in 12

states, in the north, south, east and west.

In 30 days, I gave 28 presentations: public

lectures to general audience, private talks with adult

audiences, and lectures to young people at schools,

universities, and yoga academies.  I was on 11

domestic flights, plus trains and automobiles.  I

was never in one city for more than four days, and

in some locations I could stay only one day.  When

I tell people my schedule, they say, “It must have

been exhausting.”  I tell them, yes, sometimes it

was physically demanding, but it was always

exhilarating- mentally and emotionally, and on the

whole it was extremely gratifying.  I would do it

again tomorrow without hesitation—happily and

enthusiastically.

On a personal level, I was delighted to be in

India again.  India had been in the forefront of my

mind for several years, as I researched and wrote

American Veda.  Having to express succinctly to

Western readers the eternal wisdom of the rishis,

and to describe the lives and remarkable

contributions of all swamis, gurus, and yoga masters

who came to America, from Vivekananda onward

(as well as several masters who never set foot on

American soil but had a great impact nonetheless,

like Ramana Maharshi and Sri Aurobindo), My

OP-ED

Reflections of My Lecture Tour in India
*Philip Goldberg

*Philip Goldberg is the author of American Veda

M
desire to once again be in the land of the Vedas

grew stronger all the time.  I decided to wait until

the book was published in India before returning,

and it was well worth the wait.

Because of the timing, the period I spent in

India included two of the days I most enjoy being

at home: the Thanksgiving holiday and my birthday.

I was in Mumbai for the holiday and in Varanasi

on my birthday, half a world away from my family.

But, as I told the audiences at my talks on those

days, if I could not be home I could not think of

anywhere I would rather be than in India, my

spiritual home. (Thanks to the magic of modern

technology, I was able to speak to my wife and

other family members by Skype.)

I was very pleased—and, to be honest,

surprised—that almost all the logistics of my

whirlwind tour went smoothly.  The disruptions and

disturbances that invariably arise in undertaking

this complex were minimal, despite all the details

involving travel, accommodations, meals, lecture

schedules, transportation, and other variables.  In

part, this is a testament to the improvements in

India’s infrastructure since my last visit six years

earlier; not one flight was delayed or late to arrive,

and every airport was clean, modern and

comfortable.  It was exciting to see India in the
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midst of its explosive modernization, from road

improvements to the Metro in Delhi to the office

buildings that have sprouted like fast-growing trees,

to the exuberance and energy of the young people

carving out a new future for their country.

But most of the credit for my smooth and

pleasant travels goes to the organizers of the tour,

especially Ram Madhav and others in the India

Foundation office in Delhi, Guru Prakash, who took

care of all my practical needs, all the local

coordinators, facilitators and hosts, who are too

numerous to mention.  I am grateful to all of them

for their efficiency and care.  In addition to making

sure I got to where I had to go, and that I had food

when I was hungry and a place to rest when I

needed that, they also made my free time (what

little there was of it) highly enjoyable and

informative.  I got to see places that most tourists

do not even know exist.  I got to visit people’s

homes and eat what Indians eat.  Most precious

of all, I got to have meaningful conversations with

intelligent people from all walks of life.  As a result,

I returned to the U.S. knowing much more about

life in contemporary India than I was able to learn

on previous visits, and more than the average

tourist could possibly discover.  For all of this, I am

deeply grateful.

But the purpose of the tour, of course, was to

speak to Indians about the content of American

Veda, and judging from the response of the

audiences, I believe my message was

enthusiastically received.

If I were to summarize the content of my talks

it would go like this: Over the course of about 200

years, Americans have been absorbing the essence

of Sanatana Dharma—primarily the philosophical

concepts of Vedanta and the methods and principles

of Yoga.  The absorption and adaptation of those

great teachings accelerated gradually, then

exploded in the 1960s, spreading into different

areas of American life.  That transmission is

directly responsible for a huge shift in the way

Americans understand the mind, consciousness,

the nature of human identity, their place in the

universe, and the way they view religion and

practice their spirituality.  It has also impacted

disciplines like healthcare, psychology, and

neuroscience.

In my talks, I explained how Dharmic

teachings have filtered into the soil of America

through a variety of rivers, streams and tributaries:

translations of—and commentaries about—the

sacred texts (mainly the Gita, Upanishads and Yoga

Sutras); swamis, gurus, acharyas, and yoga

masters, from Swami Vivekananda in 1893 to Sri

Sri Ravi Shankar and Mata Amritanandamayi in

the present; Western scholars, psychologists,

scientists, writers, artists, musicians; and the many

Americans trained as teachers by Indian masters.

And I always emphasized my belief that history

will view the diffusion of spiritual wisdom from

India to the West as one of the most important

developments of the modern era.  It has certainly

transformed millions of lives for the better.

By and large, the audiences were extremely

receptive.  Most were clearly proud that their
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spiritual heritage has impacted America to such a

great extent, and many seemed quite surprised to

learn about it.  Perhaps the most surprised were

the university students. Clearly, many of them did

not think that Hindu dharma was relevant to life in

the modern world, or to their career aspirations

and their desire to improve the material well-being

of their families and the nation as a whole.

This brings me to the most significant aspect

of my speaking tour.  Early on, I was urged by my

hosts to emphasize certain points when speaking

to young people.  They were greatly concerned

that Indian youth are turning their backs on their

spiritual heritage, thinking it is an old-fashioned

waste of time, or even an impediment to

modernization.  In their view, I was told, America

offers a model of progress they wish to imitate.

At first, I was not sure how to address this

issue with young audiences.  I did not want to sound

like I was preaching to them, because young people

don’t like to be preached to.  Nor did I want to be

seen as an arrogant American telling them how to

think and act.  And I did not want to perpetuate

the foolish idea that we in the West had all the

answers, even if my message was the glory of

India’s own heritage.  It was a dilemma, and I

struggled to find the right balance: as an outsider I

had to be humble, but as the author of a

well-researched book, I had important information

to impart.

One thing was easy to tell them: some things

about American culture are worthy of emulating

and other things are definitely not.  I urged them

to be discerning in that regard, pointing out that

while Western technology (computers, automobiles,

cinema, etc.) has proven to be of great value when

adapted properly, other elements of Western

culture are not so beneficial.  As an example of

the latter I used the fast food industry, explaining

that healthy Americans eat more like traditional

Indians and never go near a KFC or McDonald’s.

I also expressed the hope that India will modernize

without imitating unhealthy American traits such

as stressful working conditions, excessively long

hours and lengthy commutes, all of which have

contributed to poor health and a breakdown of

family cohesion.

Before long, I realized how I could comfortably

remind young Indians that their Hindu dharma had

a great deal to offer them.  America is the

laboratory of the world, I said.  Americans are

very good at inventing new things and

experimenting with new ideas.  When something

proves to be useful, we find ways to apply it to

specific needs and integrate it into our way or life.

And if something works, we make sure the rest of

the world knows about it, and before long it’s

everywhere (for better and for worse).  That’s

what happened with everything from television to

smartphones to pizzas.

Then I pointed out that America has

experimented with various aspects of Sanatana

Dharma for many decades.  Wisely, the gurus,

swamis and acharyas emphasized the teachings

they thought were compatible with modern

Western values and lifestyles.  And the teachings
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were found to be of immense value.  The

philosophical concepts have held up to reason and

analysis, and practices such as meditation and

hatha yoga have been validated by hundreds of

scientific experiments.  As a result, they have been

assimilated in various ways by psychologists,

physicians and spiritual leaders alike, and over time

they changed Americans’ attitudes about religion

to such a degree that in 2009 Newsweek magazine

ran an article with the headline “We are All

Hindus Now.”

In short, the teachings of the rishis are not

antiques to be stored in museums and libraries.

They are not artifacts of the past, useful only for

knowing about ancient times.  They are relevant

and valuable now.  America has proven that.

Ironically, one of the reasons doctors and

psychotherapists recommend meditation and yoga,

and hospitals and major corporations have yoga

classes and meditation rooms, is that Americans

found those practices to be powerful antidotes to

the stressful burdens of modern life.

That is a message from America that is worth

paying attention to, I told the young people. If you

want to emulate what is truly healthy and useful

about America, emulate its pragmatic acceptance

of your Vedic heritage, which has proved to be

healthy and useful in the most progressive country

on the planet. Like the laws of Physics or

Chemistry, the teachings of Sanatana Dharma are

timeless.  They don’t become obsolete. They can

be interpreted and applied in different ways for

different purposes in different cultures at different

periods of history. It is called Eternal for

good reason.

If my speaking tour served no other purpose

than to convey that message to Indian youth, I

would count it as a success.  It was an honor to be

the messenger.

America and India have had a long and

mutually beneficial history, and we are uniquely

positioned to enrich one another as we move into

the challenging times ahead.  As Swami

Vivekananda said more than a century ago – and

as almost every guru who followed him to the West

reiterated – India’s expertise about the inner,

spiritual dimension of human life and America’s

expertise about the outer, material dimension are

both required if humanity is to progress in a

balanced, sustainable, fulfilling way.

The last few decades have proven that to be

true as each nation absorbed and adapted the best

products of the other.  What India imported from

the West – the machines, the technologies, the

industries, etc. – is visible everywhere, and it is

transforming Indian life.  What America imported

from India is far more subtle, far less tangible, and

far more profound.  I think American got the better

of the deal.  I’m thankful that India Foundation

and Random House India made it possible for

me to express my gratitude on behalf of my

fellow Americans.
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OP-ED

Modi the Moderate1

*Ashutosh Varshney

*The author is the Professor of International Studies at the

Watson Institute for International Studies, Brown University

is campaign rhetoric so far has defied

ideological templates. For several months,

I have been hearing Narendra Modi’s

campaign speeches quite regularly, paying

attention to his themes, rhetoric and imagery. As

expected, he has vigorously attacked key political

opponents — the Nehru-Gandhi family, Nitish

Kumar, Mulayam Singh Yadav. But a systematic

silence has also marked his campaign. Quite

remarkably, Hindu nationalism has been absent

from his speeches.

Anyone who has read the basic texts of Hindu

nationalism knows that three ideas constitute the

thematic core of Hindu nationalist ideology. First,

Hindus are the primary, or exclusive, owners of

the Indian nation. India is a Hindu rashtra (nation).

Second, two minorities — the Christians and

especially the Muslims — have a profoundly

ambivalent relationship with India. As Savarkar

wrote in Hindutva, a classic text of Hindu

nationalism, Muslims and Christians can call India

their “pitribhumi (fatherland)”, but India is not

their “punyabhumi (holyland)”.

As a result, their love for India is “divided”.

They need to demonstrate their fidelity to India,

or must be made into Indians; Indian loyalties

H cannot be assumed to exist. This is not a problem

for some other minorities such as the Sikhs,

Buddhists and Jains, for all of these religions, says

Savarkar, were born in India, not in the Middle

East. Their emotions, as a result, have no internal

conflict. Third, caste divisions within Hinduism and

caste-based politics need to be minimised, for they

undermine Hindu unity. The incorporation of lower

castes into the Hindu family should be premised

upon their Sanskritisation. The lower castes should

follow the Brahminical model of Hinduism.

Modi’s campaign has departed, wholly or very

substantially, from all three Hindu nationalist tenets.

Only in Assam, a state faced with long-standing

Muslim migration from Bangladesh, did he talk

about the need for making Hindus secure.

Otherwise, the theme has not been overtly present

in his speeches.

Governance and development have been the

overarching ideas. The overall campaign has been

quite in contrast to “Garv se kaho hum Hindu

hain (say with pride we are Hindus)”, a running

theme of Lal Krishna Advani’s campaign in the

late-1980s and early-1990s. In the late-1990s, this

theme was dropped. That is when the BJP-based

NDA came to power, led by Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
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Modi’s most striking rhetorical tropes, however,

are about India’s Muslims. In Bihar as well as Uttar

Pradesh, he has made arguments truly unexpected

from a Hindu nationalist viewpoint. He has said

that the Haj quota of Bihar and UP is rarely filled,

whereas Gujarat’s quota is always oversubscribed.

What is the reason? Gujarati musalman

samriddh hain, lekin Bihar aur UP ke musalman

garib hain (Gujarati Muslims are prosperous, but

Bihar and UP Muslims are poor). If the Muslims

of Bihar and UP could be as rich as Gujarat’s,

they would be able to make the Haj pilgrimage,

one of the five pillars of orthodox Islam.

There are two fundamental ideological

surprises here. First, Hindu nationalists have always

opposed the Indian government’s Haj subsidy, in

operation since 1973. According to them, it signifies

Muslim appeasement. Second, it is a subsidy to

visit the “holyland”, which is in Mecca. According

to Savarkar, the emotional chords such pilgrimages

incubate undermine patriotic feelings towards India.

In contrast, no Hindu visiting Varanasi can feel

the tension between Hinduism and India.

Another ideological departure is even more

striking. On November 11, 2013, in his blog, Modi

not only expressed admiration for Acharya

Kripalani, which was expected, but also paid tribute

to Maulana Azad, a towering Muslim leader of

India’s freedom struggle and the first Education

Minster of independent India. “There can be no

greater disservice to our history than viewing these

stalwarts through the narrow prism of political

partisanship. It is high time we realise that these

are leaders who transcended barriers of caste,

community, creed or party lines. Their ideals and

legacy are not for any party but for the entire nation

to get inspired.”

Azad, of course, never wavered in his

opposition to India’s partition, a point Modi also

makes in his blog. But his commitment to Islam, or

Mecca, was never in doubt. Moreover, in his

legendary speech opposing Jinnah’s two-nation

theory, he had argued that both Islam and Hinduism

had “equal claims” on Indian culture. That goes

against the basic article of Hindu nationalist faith

that Indian culture is primarily Hindu. Azad never

conceded Hindu primacy. He talked about

religious equality.

Modi’s third departure from Hindu nationalism

concerns caste. In search of coalition partners, he

has openly embraced lower caste parties, such as

Vaiko’s MDMK in Tamil Nadu and Ram Vilas

Paswan’s LJP in Bihar. He has even addressed

Ezhava organisations in Kerala. The significance

of this is not well understood outside southern India.

Historically, the Ezhavas were most shabbily

treated by upper caste Hindus. In the 1910s and

1920s, under their pre-eminent leader, Sri Narayana

Guru, the Ezhavas developed an alternative brand

of Hinduism, opposed to Brahminism. They have

never believed in the slogan of Hindu unity.

Alliances with lower caste parties is yet

another Vajpayee-like political move, so

successfully pursued in the late-1990s, when the
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BJP came to power. Has Modi undergone an

ideological transformation from his 2002 days? We

don’t have enough evidence to make that claim

yet. The choice of Varanasi as a seat continues to

throw hints of Hindu nationalism. But such

symbolism has not been central to the campaign.

We have a clearly recognisable strategic pattern

emerging right from the fateful Reuters interview

in July 2013, a pattern only briefly interrupted by

Muzaffarnagar, whose association with Modi

simply cannot be established. Modi appears to have

concluded that ideological purity cannot bring him

to power. Vajpayee-like ideological moderation and

political pragmatism are necessary, at least for now.

Since Rajni Kothari’s seminal arguments in the

1960s, political scientists of India have repeatedly

claimed that Indian politics is marked by what Lloyd

and Susanne Rudolph called a “persistent

centrism”. Ideological purity, of the left or right

wing, can produce state-level victories, but to come

to power in Delhi, castes, religions, tribes and

linguistic groups need to be brought together.

Modi is often criticised for nurturing an all-

consuming desire for power. From the perspective

of political theory, that is not a damnable flaw unless

it leads to the weakening of democratic institutions.

We won’t know much about the latter until Modi

comes to power. Indeed, given India’s realities, a

single-minded pursuit of power is a virtue in

campaigning. It pushes politicians away from

ideological purity, heading them towards strategies

aimed at the largest possible coalitions. Vajpayee

understood this logic very well.

Modi may not have Vajpayee’s style but,

substantively, his campaign over the last few months

shows roughly similar traits.

1 The article was published in the Indian Express on 27th of March, 2014.  (Courtesy- http://indianexpress.com/

article/opinion/columns/modi-the-moderate/99/)

References:
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arshney’s Hindu Nationalists are True

Universalists & Humanists

Dr. Ashutosh Varshney, like many of his

colleagues is a known professor of distortion.

In his latest article ‘Modi the Moderate’, published

by the Indian Express on March 27, 2014, Varshney

amply demonstrates his skill once again.

“Anyone who has read the basic works of

Hindu Nationalism knows that three ideas

constitute the thematic core of Hindu nationalist

ideology”, he claims. As the ‘basic works’ he cites

V.D. Savarkar’s Hindutva. The ‘three ideas’,

according to him, are – First, Hindus are the

primary, or exclusive, owners of the Indian nation.

India is a Hindu rashtra (nation). Second, two

minorities – the Christians and especially the

Muslims – have a profound ambivalent relationship

with India. Third, caste divisions within Hinduism

and caste-based politics need to be minimized, for

they undermine Hindu unity. The lower castes

should follow the Brahminical model of Hinduism.

Varshney’s intentional bias, as against genuine

scholarship, is glaring in every sentence of his write

up. For, a true scholar looks at the entire gamut of

literature before jumping to any conclusion on any

subject. But past masters in academic deception

take statements out of context, quote them partially,

What Hindutva Seeks
*Ram Madhav

V

OP-ED

*The author is a Director of India Foundation

twist them to suit their biased arguments and

deliberately ignore all the other available material.

Varshney had done no better.

Let us look at the first distortion about Hindu

Rashtra. Hinduness as a cultural identity that this

ancient nation has come to acquire is what Hindu

nationalists have always propagated. In this

proposition, Hindu doesn’t come to represent any

religion or mode of worship. Instead, it is a set of

values that have come to be known as the Sanatana

Dharma. Savarkar himself had given a

clear definition to the word Hindu in his book

‘Hindutva’ thus:

“Aasindhu sindhu paryantaa Yasya

Bharata Bhoomika

Pitrubhu Punyabhuchaiva Tavai Hinduriti

Smritah”

‘Those who regard this land of Bharat spread

between river Sindhu (in the north) to the ocean

Sindhu (Sindhu Sagar – Indian Ocean in the south)

as their Pitrubhumi – Fatherland and Punyabhumi

– Holy land are called as Hindus’.

It is more about emotional bonding with the

country in which they were born. But Savarkar

never differentiated Hindus and Muslims as

superior and inferior. In the manifesto of ‘Hindu

Rashtra’, which Varshney had referred to as the
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basic text, Savarkar states: “Religious minorities

will have all the right to practice their religion in a

Hindu Rashtra and the State will ensure that; but

the Hindu Rashra won’t allow creation of a nation

within a nation in the name of religious minoritysm.”

What’s wrong with it? This is exactly the situation

in the country where Varshney has grown up and

prospered, the USA.

Infact, Shri M.S. Golwalkar ‘Guruji’ told an

Iranian scholar by name Saifuddin Jeelani in 1971

that: “According to our ways of religious belief

and philosophy, a Muslim is as good as a Hindu. It

is not the Hindu alone who will reach the ultimate

Godhead. Everyone has the right to follow his path

according to his own persuasion. That is

our attitude.”

Talking to some media persons in 1970, he

made a categorical statement that: “So far as the

work for the country is concerned, I do not

distinguish between Hindus and Muslims”. To a

question as to what he meant by ‘Muslims joining

the mainstream’, Shri Golwalkar replied: “They

should experience the same ‘sense of belonging’,

as the Hindus do, to this country, its people, its

culture, tradition and history and also its past

memories and future aspirations. If, after fulfilling

all these, anybody says that he has studied the Koran

or the Bible and that way of worship strikes a

sympathetic chord in his heart, he is welcome to

follow it. Thus he has his choice in a portion of his

individual life. For the rest, he must be one with

the national current.

We have been in existence as a nation for

scores of centuries. There are some fundamentals

on which our national life is resting. That is our

mainstream. We want all people to come to

the mainstream of national life but not to lose

their identity”.

Where is the question of primacy or

exclusivity? If a pre-Islamic Persian hero like

Rustom can still be admired by the Muslims, why

not the pre-Islamic heroes in India be respected

similarly? Many Hindus do not believe in God,

Reincarnation etc. Yet they respect the heroes of

ancient India as cultural heroes.

But Varshney has objection to Savarkar asking

non-Hindus to regard this country as Punyabhumi

– Holy land. He insinuates that Savarkar had said

of Christians and Muslims that “India is not their

Punyabhumi (Holy land)”. “As a result their love

for India is divided. They need to demonstrate their

fidelity to India, or must be made Indians; Indian

loyalties cannot be assumed to exist”, is how

Varshney interprets Savarkar’s view.

Firstly, one fails to understand what objections

one can have with regard to asking people to have

“undivided” loyalty to their ‘motherland’ or

‘fatherland’. But Varshney’s objection seems to

be about the other part, “Indian loyalties cannot be

assumed to exist”.

Before taking up this insinuation, it is important

to note that Savarkar had always maintained that

he didn’t differentiate between Hindus and

Muslims. When a journalist asked him in Lahore
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in 1938, when he was Hindu Mahasabha President,

as to why he and Jinnah were bent upon dividing

the nation along communal lines, his reply was

sharp: “Your question is misplaced. While I am for

equal treatment for all, Jinnah is for more and more

concessions for Muslims”. This emphatically

exposes the hollowness of the charges that

Savarkar wanted Muslims as second class citizens

in a Hindu Rashtra, which people like Varshney

want to falsely propagate.

Here it is also important to understand the

context – the prevailing situation in India at that

time. Large sections of Muslim population were

influenced by Jinnah’s Two Nation theory causing

serious consternation in the minds of many a leader

of those times. Forget about what leaders like

Sardar Patel had said, even a leader like Pt.

Jawaharlal Nehru, the darling to Varshney and his

ilk, had raised a voice of concern about the loyalty

of the Muslims that remained in India.

“I have said that I am proud of our inheritance

and our ancestors who gave an intellectual and

cultural pre-eminence to India. How do you feel

about this past? Do you feel that you are also

sharers in it and inheritors of it and, therefore, proud

of something that belongs to you as much as to

me? Or do you feel alien to it and pass it by without

understanding it or feeling that strange thrill which

comes from the realisation that we are the trustees

and inheritors of this vast treasure? I ask you these

questions, because in recent years many forces

have been at play diverting people’s minds into

wrong channels and trying to pervert the course

of history. You are Muslims and I am a Hindu. We

may adhere to different religious faiths or even to

none; but that does not take away from us that

cultural inheritance that is yours as well as mine”

- This is what Nehru asked the students of

Aligarh Muslim University in 1948. How is it

different from what Savarkar had said at that time?

Let me quote another senior leader of those

times on this issue. “Islam is a close corporation

and the distinction that it makes between Muslims

and non-Muslims is a very real, very positive and

very alienating distinction. The brotherhood of

Islam is not the universal brotherhood of man. It is

brotherhood of Muslims for Muslims only. There

is a fraternity but its benefit is confined to those

within that corporation. For those who are outside

the corporation, there is nothing but contempt and

enmity” – This was not Savarkar or Golwalkar.

This was Ambedkar in his book “Pakistan or The

Partition of India”.

Ambedkar also makes the same point that

Varshney objects to in Savarkar’s arguments,

namely their loyalty. “Islam is a system of social

self-government and is incompatible with local self-

government, because the allegiance of a Muslim

does not rest on his domicile in the country which

is his but on the faith to which he belongs. To the

Muslim, wherever there is the rule of Islam, there is

his own country. In other words, Islam can never

allow a true Muslim to adopt India as his motherland

and regard a Hindu as his kith and kin”, he says.
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Savarkar, and for that matter Golwalkar believed

in and worked for Hindu-Muslim unity. Their

approach was different from that practised by others

at that time. But their commitment to it was above-

board. In early 1940s Savarkar openly appreciated

when a Group of Muslims in Lucknow in appreciation

of the efforts being made by Congress for Hindu-

Muslim unity got together and passed a resolution

saying  ‘any Muslim slaughtering a cow will be

considered an enemy of Hindu-Muslim unity’.

Savarkar immediately issued a press statement

appreciating this gesture on the part of Lucknow

Muslims and said “if such gestures keep on coming

from Muslims, Hindu-Muslim unity is possible”.

Unlike Savarkar and Golwalkar who believed

that Hindu – Muslim unity is possible through

genuine reform, Ambedkar was categorical that it

was a near impossibility. “… a great gulf has

remained fixed between the two and their enforced

political union either under the Moghuls or the

British ….has only accentuated their mutual

antipathy. Neither religion nor social code can

bridge this gulf. The two faiths are mutually

exclusive and whatever harmonies may be forged

in the interest of good social behaviour, at their

core and centre they are irreconcilable”, concludes

Ambedkar. I hope Varshney wouldn’t call

Ambedkar, a Hindu supremacist. However, even

these statements of Ambedkar shouldn’t be taken

out of context to suggest that he was anti-Muslim.

The primary concern of all the national leaders

at that time was to somehow ensure national

unity by understanding and exploring socio-

religious dynamics.

That brings us to the third point about caste

and Hinduism. Here again, Varshney uses his sleight

to distort the argument because of his inherent bias.

Hindutva’s emphasis on minimising caste

distinctions and creating Hindu unity is interpreted

by him as forcing lower castes to follow

‘Brahminical model of Hinduism’. As is the

standard practise, Varshney doesn’t explain as to

what was that ‘Brahminical model of Hinduism’.

He knew that both Savarkar and Golwalkar were

opposed to hierarchical system of caste superiority

which has come to be identified with the word

‘Brahminical’.

All his life, Savarkar fought against caste-

based inequalities and untouchability. He was the

first to launch temple entry campaign for Harijans.

He was unequivocal in his condemnation of the

distorted caste system. “As the Sanatana Dharma

did not die due to this tectonic change, so too it will

not die if the present-day distortion that is caste

division is destroyed”, he exhorted.

Infact, Varshney’s Hindu nationalist is at core

not an exclusivist, but a universalist and humanist.

Rejecting the Notions of ‘high and low’ on basis

of the caste by birth, Savarkar wrote: “No one

should ever think that a certain Hindu caste is high

or that another is low. The notion of high and low

will be determined by overt merit of individuals.

Every Hindu child has but one caste at birth- Hindu.

Other than that, consider no other sub-caste.
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‘Janmanaa jaayate Hinduhu’ (‘every one is a

Hindu by birth’)! In truth, every man has but one

caste at birth- human.

But at least so long as other religionists such

as Muslims and Christians keep aside that lofty

aim and consider themselves Muslims and

Christians by birth and endeavor to swallow the

Hindu, we too must cling to the identity of our race.

On every occasion and especially during census,

register yourselves as Hindus only. Consider all

castes as occupations.

The Hindu nationalist whom Varshney called

‘Brahminical’ declared once that “I felt like

rebelling against the caste system. Just as I felt I

should rebel against the foreign rule over

Hindusthan, I also felt that I should rebel against

the caste system and untouchability in Hindusthan.”

Problem with scholars like Varshney is that

they write conclusions first and then the hypothesis.

Their biases become their arguments and their

positions the launching pad for their false rhetoric.

Fortunately for us, the average Indian turned

out to be more scholarly and understanding, and

capable of chafing truth from hyperbole.
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n the backdrop of general elections and in the

atmosphere of complete policy paralysis, we

at India Foundation strongly felt for the need

of coming up with a strategic discourse on the

future of Indian economy under the guidance and

supervision of the next government. As an advocate

of public policy it becomes pertinent for an

organization like ours to infuse some positive

energy to the fiscal environment of the nation.

Hence, a convention of financial leaders,

investment bankers, industrialists and institutional

India Economic Convention
27th February 2014, New Delhi

REPORT

I investors was organized in the subsequent week

of the presentation of interim budget. The opening

address of the convention was delivered by

Shri Arun Jaitley* (Leader of Opposition, Rajya

Sabah). The primary theme of the convention was

‘A New Growth Paradigm for India’ and the

key note speech on the same was delivered by

Shri. Narendra Modi*1 (Chief Minister of Gujarat

and Prime Ministerial candidate, BJP).

Apart from the productive opening address and

the much anticipated keynote addresses, the
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convention also carried two important technical

sessions chaired and participated by noteworthy

economists and experts. The first panel discussion

was on the issue of India’s macroeconomic

prospects and the second panel discussion was

premised on ‘Revitalizing the Infrastructure

Sector’. The technical sessions explored various

opportunities and avenues for enhancing growth

in the infrastructure sector.

The priorities for the next government were

listed out in both the speeches which primarily

focussed on reinvigorating the investor ’s

sentiments. Both the speakers spoke

comprehensively about the economic policy

mishaps in the last decade and acknowledged that

a huge challenge is awaited for the next

government in New Delhi. The centrality of the

keynote address was the economic vision of Shri.

Narendra Modi.

The speech was premised on the new growth

paradigm for India. The address delivered by the

Chief Guest was both contemporary and pragmatic

from the perspective of inclusive growth and

sustainable development. He illustrated his

observations through the example of Gujarat which

has travelled a long way from being ‘revenue

deficit’ ‘to ‘revenue surplus’. Mahatma Gandhi

started the concept of trusteeship that the person

sitting in the government is a trustee of the

country’s finances and not the owner of it, and

only this concept “trustee” can change the whole

economy of the country. He also mentioned about

the need of acclimatizing the sphere of policy

making in economy. There are a large number of

outdated laws pertaining to establishment of

industries in various sectors that hinders the

economic growth. Making women equal partners

in the field of economic growth is something that

has not been sufficiently exploited. The vision put

forward by Shri Modi included expansive roles and

responsibilities for the other half and how can it

be harnessed in small and medium scale industry

for better growth and development of society.

Research and innovation are the key engines of

growth; hence a special attention is required for

dedicated development for infrastructure

facilitating multi-disciplinary research and

innovation. The Chief Minister of Gujarat also

centred the attention towards the advantage of

3D’s for India i.e. Democracy, Demography and

Demand. With the world’s largest functioning and

successful democracy, India as a nation can show

the way for constitutional legitimacy to her

neighbours and emerge as a strong leader in the

economically vibrant regions of south Asia. The

great demographic dividend in the form of a large

segment of youth population is another unexplored

and untapped form of a resource that can act as a

powerful driver for growth and national

development.

Through creating educational and employment

opportunities for the younger generation a lot can

be achieved and harnessed from the perspective

of holistic development. Thus he ended the speech
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with a few statements.  He said “We must

therefore build an agenda for speedy yet

sustainable economic growth that is inclusive for

all, respectful of individuals, responsive to

innovations, and responsible towards the future

generations. We must together build an economic

agenda for the India of our dreams that translates

into improved standards of living, increased human

well-being and assured social justice.”

The keynote address was followed by

interaction with the august gathering in the form

of questions and answers. A fair amount of

questions were taken and responded by Shri.

Narendra Modi on various aspects of the state

and diagnosis of the problems persisting with the

Indian Economy.

*1 The full text of the key note and opening address is published in the ‘Focus’ section of the present issue

References:
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enter for Study of Religion & Society

(CSRS) of India Foundation organised the

2nd International Conference on Dharma-

Dhamma in collaboration with the Sanchi

University of Buddhist-Indic Studies (SUBIS). The

Conference was held from 28 February to 2

March, 2014 at the Madhya Pradesh Council of

Science & Technology (MAPCOST), Bhopal. The

Central Theme of this year’s Conference was

Nature, Source and Relevance of Dharma-

Dhamma Traditions. The Conference was

inaugurated by Her Royal Highness Princess of

Bhutan Ashi Sonam Dechan Wangchuck in the

C

REPORT

august presence of Honorable Chief Minister of

Madhya Pradesh Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan,

His Excellency the Governor of Madhya Pradesh

Shri Ram Naresh Yadav, Dr. Sarath

Amunugama, Hon’ble Senior Minister,

International Economic Cooperation, Govt. of Sri

Lanka Honorable Minister of State, Culture and

Tourism Shri Surendra Patwa, His Holiness

Sitagu Sayadaw Dr. Ashin Nyannissara,

Chancellor of Sitagu Buddhist Academies,

Chairman of the Board of Director, Myanmar, Ven.

Samdhong Rinpoche, Chancellor of SUBIS,

Ven. Banagla Upatissa Nayaka Thero,

International Conference on Dharma-Dhamma
February 28 - March 2, 2014, Bhopal
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President, Mahabodhi Society of Sri Lanka and

various renowned Hindu and Buddhist scholars.

The Conference was attended by more than

200 delegates from 10 countries. The inaugural

session of the Conference was also a platform for

the announcement of Courses by the SUBIS,

which is going to start its courses from the

Academic year 2014. The courses were announced

by Prof. Shashi Prabha Kumar, Chairperson,

Special Center for Sanskrit Studies, Jawahar Lal

Nehru University. The first copy of the Course

booklet was handed over by Dr. Ashin

Nyannissara to Dr. Sarath Amunugama. The

Key Note Address was also delivered by

Dr. Nyannissara.

Several noted Hindu and Buddhist

academicians from USA, Canada, Bangladesh,

Nepal, S. Korea, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Myanmar

and London enlightened the delegates with their

thoughts based on years of research and expertise.

Paper presentation sessions were conducted on

all the three days as parallel sessions where various

academicians and students presented their

research papers based on 5 different themes

-i) Historical Growth of Buddhist Cannons,

ii) Hindu and Buddhist Eschatology iii) Faith

and Mindfulness, iv) Hindu-Bauddha

Dharma Traditions and v) Yoga, Spirituality and

Health Care.

Academicians and students from colleges/

institutions in and around Bhopal took active part

to make the Conference a huge success.
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he first man to touch base with the social

conscience of our nation was doubtlessly Dr.

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar commonly known

as Babasaheb Ambedkar. Although the imagery

and statues of the father of Indian constitution is a

prevalent sight in towns and cities but he has

somehow not received the rightful place in the

intellectual discourse. Time and again the feelings

and emotions emanating from Babasaheb has

been falsely manipulated and rather concocted for

petty political gains. Considering his humble

background and disadvantaged upbringing, the

intellectual heights to which he rose is

unimaginable and commendable in every sense of

the word. To this backdrop, I would like to

introduce Dr. Narendra Jadhav’s new book called

Ambedkar: Awakening India’s Social

Conscience. The book is slated to be the first ever

‘intellectual biography’ of Babasaheb. The

BOOK REVIEW

Reinvigorating the Indian Social Conscience

Ambedkar: Awakening

India’s Social Conscience

Author - Narendra Jadhav

Publisher - Konark Publishers

Pages - 647 Pages

Price - Rs. 595

T fundamental reason behind Ambedkar’s absence

from the contemporary intellectual scene was

dearth of a comprehensive biography in a language

that brought him to the centre of gravity of

intellectual world. Travelling through this latest

literary creation, the reader would realize the

hardships and discrimination that lambasted on the

path of Babasaheb on his quest to become the

towering leader of the downtrodden. The author

has meticulously mentioned the deepest of details

of Babasaheb’s childhood and adolescent days; it

would be a source of great inspiration for the youths

of today who aspire to contribute in the nation

building. The chapter on Babasaheb’s venturing

beyond India for attainment of education is also

very insightful. It captures the essence of his

journey from a novice sufferer to a thoughtful

philosopher. The transition of Babasaheb from a

scholar to a politician and eventually into an
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administrator reveals the adaptive streak of his

personality. The book traces the trajectory of love-

hate relationship between Babasaheb and the

British government in an interesting manner. The

prologue to the book is the foundation on which

the whole treatise is based; it is called the meeting

that shaped the Modern India. The interface

between father of nation and the father of

constitution reflects the erudition and an in-depth

understanding of both the great individuals with

highly contrasting personalities. The author has

successfully incorporated all of Babasaheb’s

writings and the important speeches that he

delivered. It essentially encapsulates the man’s

intellectual making, evolution of his thinking and

thought process and the strategic stance he took

from time to time, over his momentous public life.

The reader is the best judge of any book; in the

present case the author has excellently lived up to

the expectations of his reader.

At the time of politically charged atmosphere,

I am sure that the book would dispel a lot of

misplaced notions on Babasaheb and his life.

Hence, it is very timely and appropriate.

Going through the book, one would realize that

the author has chronologically drawn a list of events

that contributed in the making of the intellectual

giant, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. The emotionally

stimulating instances of realization of him being an

untouchable left an intense impact on his thinking

which was to be manifested in his future political

movements. His affection towards the interest of

the downtrodden always occupied a reverential

place in his heart and mind. The author has

successfully displayed a pattern of Babasaheb’s

growth trajectory from an inquisitive scholar to the

maker of the Constitution of India.

The most glaring feature of the book would

be its objectivity. The marriage of well articulated

arguments and intelligent propositions are rarely

seen in biographies. Even the simplistic details are

not passed without verification; observations are

tested through numerous footnotes and authorities.

Dr. Jadhav’s work reflects his aptitude and appetite

for investigative scholarship. He has delivered a

marvel for scholars, researcher and students of

law and political science.
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