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List of Abbreviations

 AIMIM - All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul-Muslimeen

 ATS - Anti-Terrorist Squad 

 BIPSS -  Bangladesh Institute of Peace and Security Studies 

 GBN - Gautam Buddh Nagar 

 IED - Improvised Explosive Device 

 IS - Islamic State 

  ISI - Inter-Services Intelligence 

 JeM - Jaish-e-Mohammad 

 KLF - Khalistan Liberation Force

 LeT - Jamaat-ud-Dawa/Lashkar-e-Tayyaba

 PFI - Popular Front India 

 SIMI - Students' Islamic Movement of India 

 SKN - Sant Kabir Nagar 

 UP - Uttar Pradesh
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Map 1: UP Districts that witnessed Arrests for Terrorist Activities between 2019-23
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S.
No.

District
Number of Arrests
(Group/Individual)

for Terrorist Activities
Region

1 Lucknow 13 Central Uttar Pradesh

2 Meerut 8 Western Uttar Pradesh

3 Saharanpur 7 Western Uttar Pradesh

4 Varanasi 7 Eastern Uttar Pradesh

5

 

Muzaffarnagar

 

5

  

Western Uttar Pradesh

6

 

Shamli

 

4

  

Western Uttar Pradesh

7

 

Bareilly

 

4

  

Western Uttar Pradesh

8

 

Hapur

 

3

  

Western Uttar Pradesh

9

 

Ghaziabad

 

3

  

Western Uttar Pradesh

10

 

Aligarh

 

3

  

Western Uttar Pradesh

11

 

Kanpur

 

Nagar

 

3

   

Central Uttar Pradesh

12

 

Prayagraj

 

3

  

Eastern Uttar Pradesh

13

 

Bijnor

 

2

  

Western Uttar Pradesh

14

 

Gorakhpur

 

2

  

Eastern Uttar Pradesh

15

 

Azamgarh

 

2

  

Eastern Uttar Pradesh

16

 

Moradabad

 

1

  

Western Uttar Pradesh

17

 

Gautam

 

Buddha

 

Nagar

 

1

  

Western Uttar Pradesh

18

 

Kasganj

 

1

  

Western Uttar Pradesh

19

 

Lakhimpur

 

Kheri

 

1

  

Central Uttar Pradesh

20

 

Sitapur

 

1

  

Central Uttar Pradesh

21

 

Bahraich

 

1

  

Central Uttar Pradesh

22

 

Gonda

 

1

  

Eastern Uttar Pradesh

23

 

Sant

 

Kabir

 

Nagar

 

1

  

Eastern Uttar Pradesh

24

 

Jaunpur

 

1

  

Eastern Uttar Pradesh

25

 

Chandauli

 

1

  

Eastern Uttar Pradesh

26

 
Ballia

 
1

  
Eastern Uttar Pradesh

Table 1: District Wise Number of Arrests (Group/Individual) for Terrorist Activities
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Graph 1: Number of Arrests (Group/Individual) for Terrorist Activities between 2019-2023
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Conclusion

Over the past five years, Uttar Pradesh has witnessed one terror attack in the form of a 

low-intensity blast on a train near Kanpur-Nagar District, at least four failed terrorist 

attacks (as evidenced by a confession and seizure explosives), three sets of border 

infiltrations (in 2019) via the UP-Nepal border, high-alerts in at least nine different 

districts, and at least one alert for the state as a whole. 

The stability of Uttar Pradesh directly impacts the stability of the rest of the country. 

This state has the largest chunk of the Indian population, reflecting the diversity and 

potential of India. The potential, size, location, and status of Uttar Pradesh make it a 

prime target for terror organisations in terms of establishing communication and 

funding networks within India. While the current policies of the government and the 

work of the ATS have been effective in anticipating and preventing a significant 

number of overt terror operations, there are gaps in the scope of the security apparatus 

that must be addressed.
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