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Concept Note

The historical and cultural interactions between the ancient 

civilizations of India and Southeast Asia have been profound and 

enduring. Among these interactions, the influence of the Kalinga 

region (present day Odisha) on the Champa Kingdom (located in 

Vietnam) stands out as a significant chapter in the annals of cultural 

exchange. Archaeologists, geographers and historians have traced the 

land and sea-routes leading to ‘Indianization of Southeast Asia’ since 

the very early period. This cultural diffusion was facilitated by 

maritime trade routes that connected the Indian subcontinent with 

Southeast Asia. Indian traders, scholars, and religious missionaries 

travelled these routes, bringing with them a rich amalgamation of ideas 

and practices.

The Champa Kingdom, which flourished from the 2nd to the 19th 

century in what is now central and southern Vietnam, played a 

significant role in shaping the cultural, political, and economic 

landscapes of Southeast Asia. The remnants of Champa’s civilization, 

including its temples, inscriptions, and artifacts, offer a glimpse into its 

rich heritage and influence. 



It is believed that Kalinga had close maritime interactions with 

the ancient kingdom of Champa in Vietnam. The people of 

Champa known as Chams were engaged in maritime trade with 

Kalinga leaving a huge impact on the political, economic, 

religious and social life of the Chams and the remnants of that 

hallmark are still visible in Vietnam today. A renewed interest 

in spiritual enlightenment has bestowed a fresh perspective to 

understanding and retracing the Kalinga-Champa linkages.

Given this backdrop, the India Foundation proposes to 

organise a series of Workshop on the “Impact of Kalinga on 

Champa in Southeast Asia” exploring the multifaceted impacts 

of Kalinga on Champa culture including the historical, 

political, and socio-economic exchanges that shaped the 

interactions in Southeast Asia. Given the significance of 

Kalinga for Champa in Southeast Asia, the Inaugural 

Workshop was organized in collaboration with International 

Management Institute, Bhubaneswar on July 1, 2024. 



By delving into the rich historical interactions between Kalinga 

and the Champa territory, the Workshop aims to uncover the 

shared cultural heritage that continues to bind India and 

Southeast Asia and stimulate further research and exploration 

in this fascinating field.

This Workshop brings together historians, archaeologists, 

anthropologists and scholars specializing in Indian and 

Southeast Asian history to explore and discuss the enduring 

legacy of the Kalinga - Champa connection and its cultural 

imprint on Southeast Asia. Various sub-themes identified for 

deliberations in the Workshop are as below:

Sub-Themes:

- Historical Overview of the Kalinga region

- Maritime Trade and the influence of Kalinga on Champa

- Archaeological findings

-Political and Economic Engagements

-Religious and cultural influence of Kalinga on Champa

- Contemporary relevance of Kalinga-Champa heritage 



AGENDA

Workshop on the 

Impact of Kalinga on Champa in Southeast Asia

August 1, 2024

IMI Bhubaneswar, Odisha

Inaugural Session: 10:00-10:30 hrs

Introductory remarks: Dr Shristi Pukhrem, Deputy Director 

(Academics & Research), India Foundation

SPEAKERS:

1. Prof (Dr) P.C. Biswal, Director, IMI, Bhubaneswar

2. Dr Sonu Trivedi, Associate Professor, Zakir Husain Delhi 

College, University of Delhi and Distinguished Fellow, India 

Foundation

Tea Break: 10:30-11:00 hrs



Working Session I: 11:00-12:00 hrs

Theme - Historical Overview of the Kalinga region

Moderator: Mr Swayam Baral, Council Member, CII

SPEAKERS:

1. Prof Harihara Panda, Professor, National Defence 

Academy, Pune and Member, ICHR

2. Mr Amrit Ruturaj, Collector, Dhenkanal, Odisha

3. Prof Nirmal Chandra Dash, Professor Emeritus, 

Department of Anthropology, KISS University, Bhubaneswar

Working Session II: 12:00-13:00 hrs

Theme - Political and Economic Engagements between 

Kalinga and Champa

Moderator: Mr Amrit Ruturaj, Collector, Dhenkanal, Odisha

SPEAKERS:

1. Prof Ramakrushna Panigrahi, Professor, International 

Management Institute (IMI), Bhubaneswar  

2. Prof Gyanaranjan Swain, Professor and Head of the 

School of Political Science, Gangadhar Meher University, 

Sambalpur, Odisha 

3. Dr Swayam Prava Mishra, Assistant Professor, 

Department of A&A Economics Utkal University 

Lunch: 13:00-14:00 hrs



Working Session III: 14:00-15:00 hrs

Theme - Archaeological findings highlighting the connections 

between Kalinga and Champa

Moderator: Prof Harihara Panda, Professor, National Defence 

Academy, Pune and Member, ICHR

SPEAKERS:

1. Dr Anirban Bandyopadhyay, Associate Professor, School of 

Tribal Culture, Philosophy and Eco-spiritualism, KISS, 

Bhubaneswar

2. Dr Siba Sankar Sahu, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Geography, Ravenshaw University

3. Dr Tanaya Mohanty, Associate Professor, Department of 

Sociology, Utkal University

Concluding Session: 15:00-15:10 hrs

Concluding Remarks by Ms. Shivani Badgaiyan, Research 

Fellow, India Foundation 



BIONOTES
AMRIT RUTURAJ 

Amrit Ruturaj belongs to the Indian 

Administrative Service of 2015 batch in Odisha 

cadre. At present, he is serving as the Collector 

and District Magistrate in Dhenkanal district. 

He has done his graduation in Political Science 

and History as elective from Ravenshaw 

University, Cuttack in 2012. He did his post 

graduation in Politics (Specialization in 

International Politics) from JNU in 2014. His 

particular interests include heritage study and 

research related to ancient and medieval 

Odisha, civilisational history of the polytheistic 

societies and religious history of India. He is 

also a poet in Odia language and has published 

two poetry collections in the Odia named 

“Abyakta Akhyara” and “Panchabhuta”.

ANIRBAN BANDYOPADHYAY

Anirban Bandyopadhyay is an Associate 

Professor in History at KISS, Bhubaneswar. 

He went to Presidency College, Kolkata and 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, from 

where he wrote a PhD on the cultural history of 

caste in twentieth-century Bengal. His current 

research addresses the processes of collective 

identity formation and their cultural and 

political ramifications across national and 

international borders. Bandyopadhyay has 

published widely in academic journals and 

popular media platforms in English and 

Bengali on sports, films, foreign policy and soft 

power. 



BIONOTES

GYANARANJAN SWAIN 

Gyanaranjan Swain is a Professor and Head of 

the School of Political Science in Gangadhar 

Meher University, Sambalpur, Odisha Dr. 

Swain is trained in Political Theory and State 

Politics. He did his PhD from Department of 

Political Science, University of Delhi. He has 

earlier taught at University of Delhi and 

Ravenshaw University. He has publications in 

many reputed journals like Economic and 

Political Weekly. He is also the Odisha State 

coordinator of Lokniti programme (CSDS).

HARIHARA PANDA 

Harihar Panda is a former Professor of History 

at the National Defence Academy, Pune. Dr. 

Panda is a prolific writer.  He has authored 

several textbooks including History of Orissa, 

Indian Culture, History of England, Indian 

Society and Culture, Landmarks on Indian 

History (Vol.1), Ancient and Medieval India, 

Modern India, Indian History and History of 

the World. He has been felicitated by various 

organizations and colleges due to his erudition.  

He is also the member of many leading 

Historical organizations of the country like 

Indian History Congress, South Indian History 

Congress, Indian Art History Congress, 

Institute of Historical Studies and Orissa 

History Congress.  Currently he is a Member at 

the Indian Council of Historical Research 

(ICHR), New Delhi.



BIONOTES

NIRMAL CHANDRA DASH 

Nirmal Chandra Dash has over 45 years of research 

and teaching experience. He was the first 

Anthropology Honours Graduate in the State who 

pursued his Post Graduate in Anthropology at Utkal 

University and Doctoral Research after receiving 

UGC. Fellowship in 1977. He joined as a Lecturer in 

the Department of Anthropology in a Premier 

Government College (BJB) of the State in 1978. 

Then he served at Khallikote Autonomous College, 

Berhampur (1990-2001) and DD Autonomous 

College, Kendujhar (2001-2004). Prof. Dash joined 

FM University, Baleshwar as a Professor in the newly 

opened Department of Population Studies and got 

Superannuation. He is currently the Professor 

Emeritus in Department of Anthropology, KISS 

University, Bhubaneswar. 

P.C. BISWAL 

P.C. Biswal is the director and professor at the 

International Management Institute 

Bhubaneswar. He is an academic with more 

than 22 years of experience in teaching, 

training, consulting, research, and academic 

administration. Prior to IMI Bhubaneswar, Dr 

P. C. Biswal was a Professor of Accounting and 

Finance at Management Development Institute 

(MDI) Gurgaon since Jan 2010. His research 

and consulting interest is in Risk Management 

and Derivatives; Basel Norms and Risk 

Management; Commodity Derivatives; 

Macroeconomic Policy Research; and Applied 

Econometrics. 



BIONOTES

RAMAKRUSHNA PANIGRAHI 

Ramakrushna Panigrahi is a Professor in the area of 

Economics at IMI, Bhubaneswar. He has done his 

Ph.D. in environmental economics from Institute for 

Social and Economic Change (ISEC), Bangalore. He 

has done his M.Phil in Applied Economics in the 

area of agricultural economics at Centre for 

Development Studies, JNU. He has completed his 

Master’s in Economics from the University of 

Hyderabad. He completed his graduation with 

Economics honours from Utkal University and 

graduated with a First Class distinction in  the year 

1991.  Prior to full time teaching, he has worked with 

Foundation to Aid Industrial Recovery (1998-200) 

and Chemols Infotech Private Ltd. (2000-2001), 

Bangalore.  His teaching interest includes Managerial 

Economics, Macroeconomics, International Business 

and Geopolitics. 

SHIVANI BADGAIYAN

Shivani Badgaiyan is currently a Research 

Fellow at India Foundation. She did her 

graduation (B.A.) from Devi Ahilya 

Vishwavidyalaya, Indore and is an M.A. in 

Political Science from Maitreyi College, 

University of Delhi. She has previously worked 

as a research intern under the Deputy Director 

of Nehru Memorial Museum & Library 

(NMML), New Delhi. She has also worked as a 

Senior Research Assistant at PMML and as a 

Research Associate at Tagbin Services Pvt Ltd.



BIONOTES
SHRISTI PUKHREM 

Shristi Pukhrem, currently serving as a Deputy 

Director (Academics & Research) at India 

Foundation, holds a Doctorate from the School of 

International Studies (SIS), Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, New Delhi. Formerly a Researcher at the 

Institute for Defence Studies and Analysis (IDSA), 

New Delhi, Dr. Pukhrem’s research areas covers 

India-ASEAN relations, India’s bilateral relations 

with the South-East Asian Countries, the Act-East 

Policy with larger focus on the Indo-Pacific region. 

She was a Visiting Scholar at the ASEAN Studies 

Centre, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok in 2016 

and honored as the Canberra Fellow in March 2019. 

Shristi is a 2022 US Department of State 

International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) 

QUAD Fellow on "Enhancing Regional Maritime 

Governance and Cooperation in the Quad”.

SIBA SANKAR SAHU 

Siba Sankar Sahu is Assistant Professor, 

Department of Applied Geography, Ravenshaw 

University, Cuttack. He did his MA from Delhi 

School of Economics and PhD from Jawaharlal 

Nehru University, New Delhi. He joined as 

Assistant Professor in Ravenshaw University in 

2014. He received Brown International Advance 

Research Fellowship USA in 2015. His area of 

interest includes Regional Development and 

Planning, Disaster management and Poverty and 

Social Exclusion Studies. He has completed a 

project sponsored by Translangways Corporation 

Mumbai and was awarded a project sponsored by 

the Odisha University Research and Innovation 

Programme under Director of Higher Education, 

Govt. of Odisha in 2021. 



BIONOTES

SONU TRIVEDI 

Sonu Trivedi is Associate Professor, Political Science at 

Zakir Husain Delhi College, University of Delhi and 

Distinguished Fellow, India Foundation, New Delhi. She 

was on deputation as Director, Swami Vivekananda 

Cultural Centre, Embassy of India, Seoul from Sept. 2019-

23. She was a Fellow at Nehru Memorial Museum and 

Library, New Delhi (2018-2019) and also a Visiting Fellow 

at Institute of Asia Pacific Studies, CASS, Beijing (2011); 

Member of Myanmar Core Group at ICWA (2014); 

Visiting faculty at IIM, Indore (2015–16); Convenor, 

Southeast Asia Research Group at Department of Political 

Science, University of Delhi and Founder Director, Centre 

for Vietnam Studies, New Delhi. She was the recipient of 

‘Medal of Friendship’ conferred by the President of the 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam in 2021 and Award from 

Embassy of Vietnam, New Delhi for her contributions in 

promoting relations between India and Vietnam in 2018. 

She has also co-edited a book titled ‘Emerging Horizons in 

India-Vietnam Relations.’

SWAYAM BARAL

Swayam Prakash Baral is a first-generation entrepreneur 

completing his education at the prestigious University of 

Stirling, UK. His current entrepreneurial engagements are 

in the field of Renewable Energy, Event Management, 

Agriculture, IT & Manpower. He has been elected to the 

national council of Confederation of Indian Industries 

(CII). He is currently a Trustee of ‘Youth for Seva’, a 

national level social organization working to engage the 

youth in various volunteering activities. He also oversees 

the "Clean Tech Initiative" program of Sewa International 

which is a global charitable organization having branches in 

many countries around the world. Swayam’s work has 

been recognized in the field of entrepreneurship and 

social work and he is the recipient of the prestigious 

"National Youth Leadership Award - 2018" for his 

extraordinary achievements.



BIONOTES

SWAYAM PRAVA MISHRA 

Swayam Prava Mishra is currently working as an 

Assistant Professor at the PG Department of Analytical 

and Applied Economics, Utkal University, 

Bhubaneswar. Before joining Utkal University, she has 

served as an Assistant Professor at the Institute of Public 

Enterprise, Hyderabad. Dr Mishra has done her 

Masters and PhD at the University of Hyderabad. She 

was the topper of her batch in her MA and received 02 

gold medals (SBI gold medal for being the women 

topper and Jindal Jubilee gold medal for being the 

overall topper). Her teaching areas include Basic and 

Advanced Econometrics, Economics of Growth and 

Development, Mathematical Economics, Quantitative 

Methods, Microeconomic Analysis, Banking and 

Finance. Her Research Area(s) are Macro – 

Development Economics, Financial Economics, and 

Economics of Gender. She has been nominated twice as 

the Executive Member of The Indian Econometric 

Society (TIES).

TANAYA MOHANTY 

Tanaya Mohanty is Assistant Professor in the 

department of Sociology, Utkal University. She has 

completed her Masters in Sociology from University of 

Hyderabad and her doctorate from Jawaharlal Nehru 

University. She was awarded with Endeavour 

Fellowship by the Government of Australia and went on 

to complete her post-doctoral studies from the 

University of Sydney.  She has taught postgraduate 

students for more than 16 years. Her areas of interest 

are Sociology of Media, Gender Studies, and Identity 

Studies. She has published research articles in various 

national and international journals. She has handled 

research projects on themes like manual scavengers, 

SHGs in Odisha and women’s education.



REPORT

India Foundation in collaboration with the International 

Management Institute (IMI), Bhubaneswar organised a Workshop 

on “Impact of Kalinga on Champa in Southeast Asia” on August 1, 

2024 at IMI, Bhubaneswar exploring the multifaceted impacts of 

Kalinga on Champa culture including the historical, political, and 

socio-economic exchanges that shaped the interactions in Southeast 

Asia. This was the Inaugural Workshop of the ICSSR-sponsored 

project “Kalinga and Champa: Retracing Civilisational Linkages 

between India and Vietnam”, carried out by India Foundation for 

the duration of two years (2024-26). 

Various sub-themes considered in the Workshop were Historical 

Overview of the Kalinga region; Political and Economic 

Engagements between Kalinga and Champa and Archaeological 

findings highlighting the connections between Kalinga and Champa. 



The Inaugural Session was addressed by Prof (Dr) P.C. Biswal, 

Director, IMI, Bhubaneswar and Dr Sonu Trivedi, Distinguished 

Fellow, India Foundation.

The Introductory Remark was delivered 

by Dr Shristi Pukhrem, Deputy Director 

(Academics & Research), India 

Foundation, who started with thanking 

Prof P.C. Biswal and Prof Pritish Sahu 

for their efforts to conduct the 

Workshop. She highlighted the 

significance of Kalinga region and thus, 

the first workshop being held in 

Bhubaneswar which is the ‘Temple City 

of India’. The Kalinga region had close 

maritime interaction with the Champa 

region of Vietnam and the locals, known 

as ‘Chams’ were engaged in maritime 

trade with Kalinga. Prime Minister of 

Vietnam, Pham Minh Chinh was on a 

visit to India on 31 July-01 August 2024, 

thus signifying the importance of ancient 

as well as contemporary ties between 

India and Vietnam. 



Prof (Dr) P.C. Biswal was pleased to be 

associated with India Foundation for 

organising the Inaugural Workshop that 

also projected the interdisciplinary 

approach of the institution. He recalled 

Kalinga being the “unsaid name of 

Odisha”, that stretched from the Ganges 

in north to Godavari in south with 480 

kms of coastline and include six districts 

of Orissa in present times, thus, signifying 

the natural advantage of maritime trade 

not only in history but also in 

contemporary times. He also mentioned 

about the Kalinga region having a 

pioneering role in Southeast Asia that not 

only influenced Champa but other 

nations as well. He spoke about the 

significance of this session and India-

Vietnam relations and the importance of 

cultural linkages to improve the 

relationship in future. 

Dr. Sonu Trivedi talked about the establishment of Champa kingdom 

which flourished in what is now central and southern Vietnam from 

around the second century onwards and has played a significant role 

in shaping the cultural and trade connections between India and 

Vietnam that trace back to 2nd century BC. She also mentioned the 

importance of the ancient relics of Champa in My Son that stand as a 

contested testimony to India’s civilizational inheritance and hold a 

significant role in the Indian subcontinent. Quoting from the literary 

sources, she mentioned about the role of Hinduism and Buddhism 

and their influence on language and literature, art, architecture, social 

and cultural festivals and norms and values of governance and 

administration and the adaptation of the same by the local people who 

readily assimilated the new civilization and adopted the religion, art 

and social manners and customs. 



The theme of the first working session was titled, ‘Historical 

Overview of the Kalinga region’ and the speakers were Prof Harihara 

Panda, Professor, National Defence Academy, Pune and Member, 

ICHR; Mr Amrit Ruturaj, Collector, Dhenkanal, Odisha and Prof 

Nirmal Chandra Dash, Professor Emeritus, Department of 

Anthropology, KISS University, Bhubaneswar. 



He mentioned about the Funan kingdom which was named as 

Suvarnabhumi in ancient times and its relation to the Kaundinya-

Soma story which led to establishment of the kingdom. He also 

spoke about the significance of the temple of Lord Jagannatha, also 

referred to as Lord Purushottama which is mentioned in ancient 

scriptures, such as Skanda Purana and Brahma Purana and the 

similarity of the dome structure inside the temple complex in Nha 

Trang, a place in southern Vietnam. Prof Panda outlined the 

similarity in the burial practices followed in both the regions of 

Kalinga and Champa and a very interesting adaptation of use of 

copper pots in Vietnam in present times, which resembled the pots 

used in earlier times in the Kalinga region. He specified the 

similarities in the pattern of political institutions that functioned in 

Kalinga and Champa and carried evidence of the political 

connections between them apart from cultural and traditional 

linkages. He opined the fact that “Jagganath consciousness” which is 

so much prevalent in Odisha has a historical connect with the 

region of Champa and should be acknowledged in order to 

understand the cultural linkage. 

Prof Harihara Panda focused on the 

importance of Kalinga’s historical and 

geographical location with Godavari in the 

south and sea in the east. He explained the 

reason of Kalinga establishing trade with the 

Southeast Asian nations due to its location 

sandwiched between the empires of 

Pulakeshin and Harshavardhana which 

pushed the region for economical respite 

and the access to navigable waters 

established connections with Southeast Asia. 

He spoke about the significance of 

Mahendra Parvat being the site of pilgrimage 

and the mention of Pithunda seaport having 

a locational advantage for the same.



He referred to map that showed four particular names as capitals of 

Kalinga region, Mukhalingam, Dantapura, Salihundam and 

Kalingapatnam which could be referred to in order to have the 

overview of Kalinga’s geographical location. He mentioned various 

textual sources which refer to the names of these capitals like 

Karakandu Charita (Jain text), Kalinga Bodhi Jataka, etc. He referred 

to Alexander Cunningham’ map of the post Gupta period and pre-

Harshavardhana period that showed fragmentation of territories. He 

highlighted the significance of the battle of Seori Narayana that was a 

seminal incident in the history of Odisha and sealed the fate of 

western Odisha and integrated the dakshin kosala region into a large 

part of Kalinga region and completed its actual geography. Mr 

Ruturaj pointed out the impact of Kalinga’s name in the context of 

Southeast Asian identity as the many public institutions based in the 

Philippines were named after Kalinga’s name. He also mentioned the 

similarity of the artwork, dance and dresses of Kutia tribe belonging 

to the Kalingan region with the temple architecture mainly in the 

Javanese empire during mediaeval times. He gave an overview of the 

historicity and continuity of the existence of the Kalinga region in our 

history that could be studied for further research. 

Mr Amrit Ruturaj deliberated on the 

historicity and geography of the region of 

Kalinga, that started with Mahabharata as the 

name of the region has been mentioned 

various times in the Adi Parva, the first of the 

eighteen books of Mahabharata, in the 

Arjuna Vanvas segment where Arjuna went 

to Tirthas of Ang, Bang and Kalinga, went 

from Mahendra mountain (currently 

Mahendragiri, the second highest peak in the 

eastern ghats in Odisha) to Manipur along 

the seashore and married the daughter of 

king of Manipur, Chitrangada. The ancient 

texts also mentioned Tamralipta port.



He compared the establishment of the British empire in India and its 

impact being in the form of prevalence of English language in the 

country and the rule of British was difficult due to deep rooted 

culture of India and even after 350 years of rule, the basic culture of 

India is still standing. He underlined the significance of the spread of 

Brahminic culture which he referred to as the ‘Sanatani’ and how it 

influenced the locals of the Champa region as well. He also spoke 

about the contribution of French scholars in analysing the 

architectural impact of Kalinga in Southeast Asia. He noted down 

various scholars like Bhaskar Das, M.N. Deshpande, who have 

worked on various dimensions of art, architecture, literature, 

language, maritime study, socio-economic influence, etc. Prof Dash 

also elaborated the fact of Champa being an outpost of Indian culture 

in Southeast Asia. He concluded by mentioning various ‘grey areas’ 

that need to be reinvestigated and researched in order to draw 

conclusive results. 

Prof Nirmal Chandra Dash, Professor 

Emeritus, Department of Anthropology, 

KISS University, Bhubaneswar, spoke 

on the significance of the Kalinga and 

the influence of its vastness, richness on 

the Champa region. He referred to Dr 

Kishore K Basa’s work in 1997 on 

cultural relations between Orissa and 

Southeast Asia with specific focus on 

the structure of My Son which 

resembled the temple city of 

Bhubaneswar. He spoke about the 

history of the establishment of maritime 

trade of Kalinga with Champa in the 2nd 

century which turned into kingdom rule 

which continued till 14th -15th century.



The second working session was under the theme, ‘Political and 

Economic Engagements between Kalinga and Champa’. The 

speakers of the session were Prof Ramakrushna Panigrahi, Professor, 

International Management Institute (IMI), Bhubaneswar; Prof 

Gyanaranjan Swain, Professor and Head of the School of Political 

Science, Gangadhar Meher University, Sambalpur, Odisha and Dr 

Swayam Prava Mishra, Assistant Professor, Department of A&A 

Economics Utkal University. 



Prof Ramakrushna Panigrahi spoke on maritime relations and 

economic linkages between Kalinga and Champa. He focused on four 

main points, that is, Kalinga's maritime relations with Champa; 

political and economic linkages between Kalinga and Champa; 

Kalinga's cultural influence on Champa and the importance of 

rekindling ancient Kalinga-Champa engagements during 2nd-5th 

century BC. He spoke about the economic activities in ancient 

Kalinga which was superior than the rest of Indian subcontinent and 

Southeast Asia was the easy target because sailing towards west was 

comparatively difficult due to geographical and climatic conditions 

and the communication and transportation was difficult, the surface 

transportation was non-existent and sea route was the dominant one 

as Indian navigators had great sense of navigation. He also gave 

reference of Valmiki’s Ramayana and the navigational skills which are 

scripted in the Kishkindha Kand and praised the navigational skills of 

our ancestors which they turned into economic advantages. He 

explained the shift from trade to settlement to rule in Champa. 

During the 5th century AD, the whole nature of production and 

consumption was subsistence, but even at that time the Kalinga region 

had substantial inter-regional trade compared to other regions. He 

also spoke about existence of liberal democracy in the Kalinga region, 

and the establishment of Indian civilization in Southeast Asia. He 

made a reference to Sanatan principle that avoids domination and 

kept out the view that Indians never ruled the region or dominated 

the local population and the architecture has been mainly influenced 

by the Kalinga region. The practice of Shakti Pooja, Bali Yatra and 

Linga worship showed the intermingling of culture and traditions 

between the two regions. The political establishment of the State was 

hugely influenced by the Vedas and Dharmashastras or Manusmriti, 

which he called the way of governance for the establishment of a 

welfare state. While explaining the relations between Kalinga and 

Champa, he depicted Kalinga’s culture as Indian and its influence on 

Southeast Asia. He spoke about learning from the past and to gain 

advantage and as the lessons of the past will be instrumental in 

shaping the future global relations to India's advantage. 



Prof Gyanaranjan Swain focused on the rich maritime heritage of 

Kalinga region, narrative about the political economy of the region and 

put forward a few research questions that could be carried forward for 

future research. He mentioned the zenith of maritime achievement of 

Kalinga region moving towards its decline with final assault from 

British who completely neglected the maritime trade activities of 

Kalinga and reduced Orissa into three coastal districts; the ancient 

ports were neglected and suddenly maritime trade in Kalinga became 

part of history. He spoke about ancient civilization in which the 

survival of a glorious society was dependent on many things and the 

most important was how successfully the society had trade with 

outsiders. Maritime trade was famous in some parts of the world, 

especially where people were experts in navigation and they had 

knowledge of the trade routes and most of the colonies were a product 

of maritime trade and relations. He argued that the colonies of the 

post-industrialization period were different from the colonies that were 

established in the pre- industrialization period. 



He also drew similarities between the nature of European colonisation 

and Indianization of Southeast Asia and argued that the European 

colonisation started with trade but followed by the act of force while in 

case of Indianization, changes were brought through some kind of 

cultural and other persuasive factors and the relationship was evolving 

in nature leading to building of economic and cultural relationships and 

then political supremacy. The presence of religious and cultural 

symbols and the supremacy of Kalinga in Champa has been unique and 

important in many ways. He spoke about the role of Kalinga in the 

process of Indianization of Southeast Asia and opined that the first 

impulse of Indianization activity and expansion of India had its origin 

in the spirit of enterprise and adventure and Kalinga has been 

mentioned many times in the Sanskrit literature, Kathāsaritsāgara, and 

cherished the ambition of founding their empires in distant lands. The 

naval power of Kalinga made possible for it to establish kingdoms in 

Southeast Asia in the early stages of Indianization, and finally, a great 

empire during the Middle Ages. He also pointed out the fact that the 

research on Indianization of Champa has been relatively less than other 

countries.

He quoted Prof M. N. Das that expansion of Kalinga politically and 

culturally into the lands of Southeast Asia was a great contribution to 

the land of civilization of the East, spreading Hinduism, Buddhism, 

Indian literature and art into the various parts of Asiatic hemispheres. 

He pointed out that Kalinga has greatly advanced the movement for a 

greater India. The remains of Hindu and Buddhist architecture in 

Malaysia and Burma still indicate the cultural conquest of that land by 

Kalinga.  



He quoted Prof R.C. Majumdar that Indians must have been 

acquainted with Champa by way of trade and commerce, long before 

they established their political supremacy in that region and one of 

the major trade routes between India and China passed through 

Champa. He referred to the Brahminical Hinduism of India (which 

has been a debatable issue between the terms Hinduism and 

Brahminical Hinduism) and mentioned about the diversity in 

religious representation same as in Odisha in the context of following 

Vaishnavite, Shaivite and the Shakti cult.  It is also remarkable that 

the Brahminical Hinduism of India influenced the society, culture, 

religious institutions, literature, art and architecture of Champa and 

there are references to Vedic sacrifices and ritual practices that took 

place in Champa. Idols of various gods, goddesses like Brahma, 

Vishnu, Indra, Surya, Kubera, Ganesha and the familiarity of their 

names and their worshipping practices both in the forms of human 

and linga (the latter having been more popular in Champa as 

compared with the image worship as in India). The Kings of Champa 

were well versed in the Vedas and ancient literatures like 

Dharmasastras, Ramayana and Mahabharata. A temple of Valmiki 

has also been built at Tra-Kien in Champa by King Prakasadharma, 

who dedicated an image and temple to Valmiki, which evidenced the 

presence of Ramayana in Champa. He pointed out that the people of 

ancient Kalinga went to Champa and played a significant role in the 

process of Indian adhesion and influenced the political, social, 

economic, and religious life of the Chams in a remarkable manner 

and the capital of Champa was named after the capital of Kalinga. 

Prof Swain spoke about the Jain Uttaradhyayana Sutra that mentions 

the maritime contact between Kalinga and Champa. Pilgrims as well 

as traders of Champa since the time of Mahavira used to come to 

Pithunda port. He also mentioned that not only Hinduism that 

actually did create an impact on Champa but Buddhism also had a 

huge role as mentioned by the Beda people and the relationship 

between Beda and Champa is very significant. 



He raised a few questions towards the end that most of the research 

has been focused on archaeology and cultural relations and there is a 

need to focus on the pattern of political institutions and state society 

relationship at Champa and how Kalinga influenced it as there is a 

lack of literature for the same. R. C. Majumdar had made an attempt 

to answer the above question but from a historical perspective that 

could be advanced further. The second question was to look into the 

close relationship between the political economy of Champa and 

Kalinga and the  similarities between these two at different time 

periods and the third question was about the role of political 

patronage, both in Champa and Kalinga apart from religious 

influence. 



Dr Swayam Prava Mishra spoke about historical and trade relations 

between Kalinga and Champa and talked about excavations of 

artefacts which are not just found in Bhubaneswar but also in Vietnam 

and show some kind of association existing between the two countries. 

She drew the similarities in the structure of temples in My Son and 

Raja Rani in Bhubaneswar, the structure that mainly followed was 

shrine in the middle and small idols of deities surrounding it; the 

crocodile shaped archways, which are in My Son city, were also seen 

in Mukteswara temple in Bhubaneswar. She also spoke about the 

adoption of the festival, Bali Yatra, celebrated in Odisha which 

basically talks about the relationship between Kalinga and Bali. She 

talked about role of Odisha as a trading partner because of its rich 

network of navigable rivers, favourable climate and an abundance of 

forest, that actually gave the basic raw material for the ships and boats, 

that is timber and for the trade to happen. The  locational advantage 

in terms of being positioned with navigating the rivers, allowing the 

sailors to practise the rowing techniques and also the fact that the 

timber or the raw material which is there for the ports and the ships 

were propelled by the northeast wind, which is called the Purba 

Pavana. These factors made Odisha people to establish the nautical 

skills which in turn created demand and led to trade and the expertise 

and show some similarities between the preferences of Champa and 

Kalinga and strengthened the bilateral trade, but there was no 

similarity in the endowments. The trade was established between the 

countries due to sandalwood, camphor, mulberry silk, spices and 

betel nuts. Speaking about the way forward, she mentioned about the 

adaptable nature of the Chams and how they shared the knowledge 

with the Indians and referred to the shift from ‘Look East Policy’ to 

‘Act East Policy’ for building a strategic partnership and cooperation 

within the countries of Southeast Asia and Kalinga being one of the 

important pillars for the formulation of this ‘Act East Policy’. 



The theme of the third working session was ‘Archaeological findings 

and highlighting the connections between Kalinga and Champa’ and 

the speakers of the session were Dr Anirban Bandyopadhyay, 

Associate Professor, School of Tribal Culture, Philosophy and Eco-

spiritualism, KISS, Bhubaneswar; Dr Siba Sankar Sahu, Assistant 

Professor, Department of Geography, Ravenshaw University and Dr 

Tanaya Mohanty, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, 

Utkal University. 



Dr Anirban Bandyopadhyay highlighted the significance of a history 

that could be re-lived and felt which is possible through a 

reassessment of archaeological explorations in Champa. The 

reassessment started in the year 1885 by a Frenchman and followed 

by five more excavations between 1885 and 1890 which was the first 

phase and the first time that started the discourse on the study of the 

ancient past of Champa which continued till the end of nineteenth 

century. In the early 20th century, another set of Frenchmen added to 

the discourse of archaeology and started working towards preservation 

and conservation which persisted till 1910-1920 and then again 

revived during 1960-1970 and entered the third phase. He mentioned 

that between the second and third phase of excavation and 

preservation various scholars like R.C. Majumdar and others started 

their research on Southeast Asia and developed the relevant literature 

for the ‘Greater India’ and depiction of Hinduism as a civilizational 

concept than a religion. He pointed out the role of China in the last 

fifty years in the archaeological excavations and the extent of Chinese 

influence in the northern and southern Champa and thus the research 

on the discourse was drifted according to the extent of China’s 

involvement. He then raised questions about involvement of cultural 

historians in India’s foreign policy for an active engagement towards 

academic developments and also involvement of academic 

discussions to develop interdisciplinary practice of knowledge. 



Dr Siba Sankar Sahu spoke about the importance of interdisciplinary 

domain in the field of humanities. He explained history through the 

lens of geography. He spoke about the contribution of Greek 

geographer, Ptolemy in his book “Geographike Hyphegesis” during 

100 AD that Palaru (District Ganjam) Konark, Puri, and Kosambi 

(Balasore) were flourishing ports for trading routes to Southeast Asia. 

He also mentioned Kautilya’s Arthashastra (3rd-4th century BC) that 

refers to Magadh trade, export from Kalinga including elephant, 

cotton, and silk trade to Southeast Asia and Brahmanda Purana (10th 

century AD) that refers to the ships in the Chilka Lake which was a 

big harbour and provided shelter to the sea-going vessels that sailed to 

Java, Sumatra, Bali, Burma, Champa, China, Thailand, Ceylon, and 

other places that could carry thousands of passengers and goods. He 

also gave the reference of Kalidas in Raghuvamsa to the King of 

Kalinga as Lord of the Sea “Mahodadhi Pati” that talks about the 

maritime power of Kalinga. Dr Sahu explained the geographical 

location of both Kalinga and Champa and their maritime prowess and 

traders that included exchanging goods, culture, and ideas. He drew 

similarities between the societies of both the regions by giving the 

example of practice of sati during ancient times, the practice of 

Pilgrimages and religious travels that helped in the exchange of 

religious ideas, rituals, and practices. He highlighted the impact of 

Hinduism and Buddhism, that profoundly influenced Champa's art, 

architecture, and religious practices and also the practices of Shakti 

worship in the Kauthara region of Champa and Bhagavati worship at 

Rankada (Banapur) of Kalinga during same time periods. He also 

underlined the use of Sanskrit and Indian scripts in inscriptions and 

literature in Champa. He referred to H.B. Sarkar and identified Kiu-

liens as a branch of the Kula people of Burma as descendants from 

Kalinga region who migrated and later formed the kingdom of 

Champa and the confirmation of the same has been through the place 

names such as Kuliana, Kolipala, Kulisuta, etc. in the Mayurbhanj 

districts. It was also believed that scholars from Champa might have 

studied in the educational centres of Kalinga, such as Ratnagiri. 



He spoke about the influence of Kalingan art and architecture that is 

evident in Champa’s temple, sculptures and iconography that follow 

early Odishan temple architecture and also the decorative motifs of 

My Son temples and Muktesvara temple. At the end, he explained the 

influence of geography on historical relations which were guided 

through monsoon winds that guided regular and reliable sea voyages 

and also proximity to Bay of Bengal and South China sea favoured 

the situation. He also mentioned about the navigable rivers, Mahanadi 

in Kalinga, Thu Bon and Mekong rivers in Champa that facilitated the 

transportation of goods and explained that the slope inclination 

towards the east in Champa, prevented large ships from approaching 

near the coast due to sedimentation but served as an excellent means 

of communication for small boats while the unique coastal 

geomorphology of Odisha shaped by monsoon, sheltered as an 

anchorage in the port and the strategic coastal cities and ports such as 

Tamralipti (modern Tamluk) and Puri in Kalinga and Hoi An and 

Vijaya in Champa kingdom which were well-equipped to handle large 

volumes of trade. He concluded by reiterating on the need to reassess 

the ancient links of Odisha with Vietnam in order to improve the 

present-day partnership in the spheres of academia, culture, trade, 

tourism and commerce.



Dr Tanaya Mohanty focused on the significance of cultural identity 

markers and cultural icons with the example of Bay of Bengal named 

as of Kalinga Sagar. She explained the concept of iconography as the 

concept of life of the Sadhavapayam and the Sadhavas who are not 

associated with any particular caste group but their navigational skill, 

and their occupation that opened up the gate to that particular 

community. It is a community that is marked with prosperity and 

wellbeing and are the ones who are known to survive on high seas. 

She mentioned about the importance of Karthika Poornima that has 

been an important day for the locals because it was the time where 

these sailors set out for sea voyages. The significance of Bali Yatra 

was also explained as a celebration icon of Kalinga region to the 

present times and has become a platform for promoting micro 

enterprises and could thus be looked upon as a way forward to look 

upon. Dr Mohanty spoke on the idealised image of femininity in 

Oriya society which is of a sadhava bahu, who is hardworking and 

takes care of the entire household in the absence of these men who 

almost go missing on the high seas and the family is dependent on 

these women to take care of the entire household. There was also the 

mention of Tapoi Katha under the same context, the drama which 

shows the ordeal of an unmarried girl in the household in the 

absence of her brothers and observes a particular fast for her brothers 

which still continues in Odisha. 



Apart from this, the term Sadhava Bahu is also the name of a mite, a 

velvety mite that is found in Odisha and perhaps has certain 

resemblance with the above-mentioned women ordeal because it 

looks soft and delicate and beautiful but at the same time it can 

survive in hard conditions. Based on these connections, she 

concluded that the cultural reference could be used in modern 

context to build a documented history. Dr Mohanty referred to the 

influence of Buddhism and Hinduism in the Southeast Asian nations 

and explained the cultural significance of these religious entities in 

ancient times but carried forward in present times as well. She 

concluded with the statement that Odisha has been a peaceful state 

which has conveyed the message of peace and stability to the entire 

Southeast Asia and through its ideas of caste and gender and the way 

it has handled the different invasions and thus has become an icon of 

the Kalinga nation which needs to be celebrated and cultural 

expressions should be carried forward as a testimony to this. 



Ms Shivani Badgaiyan, Research Fellow, India Foundation, delivered 

the concluding remarks. She started by expressing deepest gratitude 

to all the esteemed speakers of the Workshop. She summed up the 

major pointers from all the speakers and emphasised on carrying 

forward the research questions raised in all the sessions by India 

Foundation under the ICSSR project “Kalinga and Champa: 

Retracing Civilisational Linkages between India and Vietnam.” The 

significance of delving deeper into detailed study of commonalities 

and similarities to understand the socio-economic structure of 

Kalinga and Champa was also specified. With the visit of Vietnamese 

Prime Minister to India during the same time period of organising 

the first Workshop under the ICSSR project speaks in itself about the 

deep cultural linkage apart from political relations between India and 

Vietnam. She pointed on the need to focus on on-ground research 

and policies to understand the true historical linkages and the need 

for setting-up of more centres focused on Southeast Asian research 

and re-invigorating the existing ones in Indian universities. The 

collective insights of the speakers not only deepened the 

understanding of this remarkable period in history but have also 

highlighted the importance of preserving and promoting these 

cultural and political connections. 



Key Takeaways from the Workshop:

The rich historical and cultural connections between India and 

Vietnam, offer insights into how these linkages can be leveraged for 

future cultural and diplomatic endeavours. The key takeaways of the 

Workshop are as below:

1. The ancient Kalinga region played a significant role in the cultural 

and trade exchanges with the Champa Kingdom in Vietnam. 

These connections date back to at least the first millennium CE. 

The historicity and continuity of the existence of the Kalinga 

region in our history could be studied for further research.

2. The Bay of Bengal served as a crucial maritime corridor, 

facilitating trade between Kalinga and Champa. This led to the 

exchange of goods, ideas, and culture, enriching both civilizations. 

Kalinga had a natural advantage of maritime trade not only in 

history but also in contemporary times. It not only influenced 

Champa but other nations in Southeast Asia as well.

3. Role of Odisha as a trading partner because of its locational 

advantage; rich network of navigable rivers, favourable climate 

and an abundance of forest, that provided the basic raw material 

for the ships and boats, that is the timber for trade to happen, has 

been well recognised

4. Both Kalinga and Champa were important centres for the spread 

of Hinduism and Buddhism across Southeast Asia. Religious 

texts, temple architecture, and iconography in Champa reflect 

strong Indian influences.



5. Many festivals along with social and religious practices in Champa 

bear similarities to those in Kalinga, indicating a shared cultural 

heritage. The iconography of Kalinga needs to be celebrated and 

cultural expressions should be carried forward as a testimony to 

this.

6. Numerous artifacts, including inscriptions, sculptures, and temple 

ruins, highlight the deep cultural and religious exchanges between 

the two regions. There is a growing need to protect and preserve 

the archaeological sites in both regions, ensuring that these 

linkages remain a part of the global heritage narrative.

7. The temple architecture in Champa, particularly the My Son 

sanctuary, shows clear influences from the Kalinga style. The 

temples' design, iconography, and construction techniques reflect 

a blending of Indian and local traditions. Statues and carvings in 

Champa temples often depict Hindu deities in styles reminiscent 

of those found in Kalinga, suggesting direct artistic influence.

8. There is a need to focus on the pattern of political institutions 

and state-society relationship at Champa and how far was it 

influenced by Kalinga.

9. It is also important to look into the close relationship between the 

political economy of Champa and Kalinga and the similarities 

between these two at different time periods.

10. Besides the religious influence, the role of political patronage in 

Champa and Kalinga requires equal attention.



11. The civilizational linkages between Kalinga and Champa highlight 

the role of culture as a form of soft power, fostering peaceful 

relations and mutual respect. Understanding these historical 

connections can strengthen contemporary diplomatic and cultural 

ties between India and Vietnam, promoting tourism, academic 

exchange, and cultural preservation.

12. The workshop emphasized the importance of continued 

research, involving scholars from both India and Vietnam, to 

uncover more about the shared history and heritage. Learning 

from the past will be instrumental in shaping the future global 

relations to India's advantage.

13. It also raised questions about involvement of cultural historians in 

India’s foreign policy for an active engagement towards academic 

developments and also to develop interdisciplinary practices of 

knowledge.

14. Champa being an outpost of Indian culture in Southeast Asia 

various ‘grey areas’ need to be reinvestigated and researched in 

order to draw conclusive results. We need to reassess the ancient 

links of Odisha with Vietnam in order to improve the present-day 

partnership in the spheres of academia, culture, trade, tourism 

and commerce.

15. As both nations navigate the complexities of the modern world, 

the enduring influence of the Champa civilization continues to be 

a source of inspiration, fostering a relationship built on shared 

history, cultural affinity, and mutual respect.



Organised by: 

India Foundation, New Delhi

in association with 

International Management Institute, Bhubaneswar 
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